
Pharisees 

I was visiting my daughter in Kansas a few weeks ago.  We said our goodbyes and I 

set out from Emporia to Topeka to meet with some friends that evening before I 

headed back to Kearney.   

I got up the following morning and decided to take in the Perkins breakfast experience.   

After making small talk with the server and spending a few minutes people watching, 

my food arrived.  I took a moment to thank God for the food, the time visiting with 

friends and family and to watch over those who prepared and served the food.  I then 

attended to finishing up my “Everything Omelet, fruit, and plain oatmeal.   

I do enjoy sitting in a crowded place to just take in the sounds of life: laughter, kids 

screaming and the constant sound of conversations and silverware clanking against 

plates.  In the midst of my mental respite, I suddenly heard above all the commotion 

the following: “Oh most gracious God, creator of all things we humbly beseech you to 

forgive us of our sinful ways, how we disappoint you daily and we beg your forgive-

ness for our sinful lives.  Bless this food, knowing we are unworthy to partake of your 

bounty and that only your love can sustain our miserable lives.  Please strike fear in 

the hearts of those in our presence, oh Lord who refuse to acknowledge you and bur-

den them with fear and despair until they find their way back to you. Amen” 

Now I have to tell you that having lived in Kansas part of my life, I am never surprised 

to find those who pride themselves in finding ways to turn off people to the idea of 

Christians and Christianity.  Traveling down the turnpike, you will see road signs that 

read “Accept Christ now or regret it the rest of eternity.”  

Boy, that will really convince someone that they better repent.  Yessiree.  

I would suspect that the guy who stood during his marathon prayer session, shouting it 

out for the whole world (restaurant at least) figured he was witnessing for Christ.  He 

was wrong.  And quite frankly he was doing a disservice to the ministry of Christ and 

reminded me a lot of Jesus’ interaction with the Pharisees.  Pharisees just loved to 

publicly declare their “faith” through loud prayers, lamenting about how unworthy they 

were and figuring any angle to use to draw attention to their piety.  Sure sounds like 

the guy in the restaurant. 

Please know that quiet prayer in public is great.  It is respectful and glorifies God.  We 

don’t interfere with anyone else and we certainly can pray for others.  It is a prayer 

between us and God.  God hears our prayers when they are sincere and humble.  I’m 

thinking the marathon prayer provided by the man in the restaurant was not humble.  

The Bible does talk about making a joyful 

noise to the Lord.   

I don’t think that type of behavior is was what 

Jesus had In mind.  

As Jesus instructed us to carry the gospel to 

the ends of the earth, I don’t think he meant 

shouting it so loud the whole world hears. I 

would suggest that our conduct, our behavior, 

our treatment of others (continued on page 3) 
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Pauline Landreth 
Roy Charles 
Craig Sloggett 
Roger Carroll 
Nathan King 
Gemma Renwick 
Paul Robison 
The customers & staff at MNIS 
Ethan Langrud & Emily Westerholdt 

WEDNESDAY 2/3  Quigley’s, J-Squad, & PTFG 

SUNDAY 2/7  10:00 AM Worship & Communion hosted by our youth 

WEDNESDAY 2/10  Quigley’s & J-Squad & Ash Wednesday 

THURSDAY 2/11  Session Meeting 7:00 

SUNDAY 2/14  10:00 AM Worship 

TUESDAY 2/16  Deacon’s Meeting 

WEDNESDAY 2/17  Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG  also Confirmation Class 6:30 

SUNDAY 2/21  10:00 AM Worship 

WEDNESDAY 2/24  Quigley’s & J-Squad also Confirmation Class 6:30 

SUNDAY 2/28  10:00 AM Worship 
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Broken Bow Prayer Request 

What’s Happening This Month In Our Church 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies   

The Broke n Bow Sc ribe  

Congratulations!!!! 

We want to congratulate Tom & Betty 
Langrud on the arrival of their new 
grandson, Ethan Thomas Langrud.  
Ethan was born on December 30th in 
Lincoln.  His parents are Mark and An-
drea Langrud and he 
joins his big sister 
Elizabeth at home. 



February  

We want to thank each of you again for all of your 
generous donations!  It is because of all of you that 
the church is able to do & provide so many wonder-
ful services to our community and beyond.  Thank 
you, thank you! 

Beginning Balance for 2016- $24786.17 

YTD Receipts- $8724.30 

YTD Expenses-$7297.44 

Ending Balance for 1/31/16-$26213.03 

I just wanted to take a minute to thank so many of you for all of the 
help, support & encouragement you have given me while I have 
been trying to learn everything and get all of the end of the year fi-
nancials & the annual report done.  I have so many of you that I am 
grateful for but I know I would still be working on a lot of it if it 
hadn’t been for Michelle Miller & Rose Miller!  You two ladies are 
amazing & I will always be thankful for you! 

Sincerely,  Jenn Weems 

Page 3 

Financial Report  

A Note From Pastor Gary (continued) 

So Grateful For Each & Every One of You! 

shouts louder than any loud voice of our love for God and that love is conveyed through our actions: how we treat 

others, how we support Christ’s Church and how we treat each other in our church family.  Consider if you will, that 

how we conduct ourselves sets an example for our younger folks, it sets an example for the person who is trying to 

work out how they might find their way to Christ.  Consider that our words are very powerful when we speak the truth 

and offer words of encouragement and comfort to those who are in need. God calls us to help. 

God calls us to full time ministry, each in our own way and for God’s use.  We need only listen and pray that the 

Spirit will help guide us every day that we can serve as a living testimony to God’s love.  As I think about the guy 

who prayed in the restaurant, I think that my hope is that he is sincere in his efforts, albeit perhaps a bit misguided. I 

hope that the Spirit will help refine his approach to evangelism and outreach.   

As we continue to discuss how God calls us each to a different role in Christ’s Church, there is bound to be some 

apprehension, some fear, some anxiety.  Opening your heart to the Spirit can be frightening at times.  As you listen 

to God and as you work your way through what God has in store for you know that everyone at FPC is here to sup-

port you and pray for you.  Know that the Spirit will be here to help you the whole way through.  As we prepare for 

Lent and the Easter Season, take the time to develop a plan for daily prayer and Bible devotions. Use the prepara-

tion time for Lent and Easter as an opportunity to listen to God. 

Blessings to you  

Pastor Gary 



Birthdays:   Anniversaries: 

Anna Robison 2/15  No Anniversaries 

Layna Garey 2/15  this month! 

Tom Langrud 2/19 

Greg Dobesh 2/22 

Nate Bell 2/23 

Verneta Connely 2/23 

Brittany Reynolds 2/24 

Angie Jones 2/25 

Marcia Simmons 2/27 

Happy Birthday To Each of You!!!! 

Please contact Jenn if we have missed anyone! 

925 N H St 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

First  Presbyter ian Church  

The church will again be participating in the 

3rd Annual Have A Heart Food Bank Chal-

lenge sponsored by Adams Land & Cattle.  

The challenge will run from February 1st un-

til the 14th.  All of the items will be donated 

to our local food pantry.  Nonperishable food 

items and household items like soaps, clean-

ers, toiletries are accepted.   

 

Have A Heart Food Bank Challenge 

Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell: 620-481-7767 

Worship Service is Sunday at 

10:00am 

Youth Group Wednesdays 3:30-5:00. 

Find Us On Facebook 

At FPC Broken Bow 

~February~ 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

If I speak in the tongues of men and 

of angels, but have not love, I am 

only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal. If I have the gift of proph-

ecy and can fathom all mysteries and 

all knowledge, and if I have a faith 

that can move mountains, but have 

not love, I am nothing. If I give all I 

possess to the poor and surrender my 

body to the flames, but have not love, 

I gain nothing. (NIV)  

A Verse For The Season 

http://christianteens.about.com/od/christianliving/a/Spiritual-Gift-Of-Prophecy.htm
http://christianteens.about.com/od/christianliving/a/Spiritual-Gift-Of-Prophecy.htm

