January 2016
Happy New Year!!

A Note From Pastor Gary

The Broken Bow Scribe

THE BEGINNING OF A NEW YEAR

January gets a bad rap. It is the first month of the new year, full of expectations, resolutions and combined with completion of the holiday season. We’ve all heard the resolutions and commentary about a new beginning, new plans of losing weight, starting a new chapter in one’s life,
and other desired changes. By the end of the month, one often finds
frustration as resolution after resolution fades away.
Fitness centers experience significant increases in membership in January and by June, most of the new members no longer show up. The motivation for change are lost in the daily distractions of life. Best intentions
tend to fall by the wayside; the unintended consequences of time constraints and the pressures of daily life.
I would suggest that often our well-intentioned commitments to a better
future fall short because we focus on the human aspects of our lives
rather than the spiritual. We often forget that as humans, we are frail
and sinful. The nature of mankind is such that we often fall short of our
goals if we do not include God in our plans. Relying only on our own resolve without God’s help is difficult if not impossible. God loves us and
wishes for us to be healthy and to work toward a life that is pleasing to
him.
I am not suggesting that since things seem impossible that we should
give up. On the contrary, I would suggest to you that with God all things
are possible. Pray and include God in your plans. Through the Spirit,
seek what God has in store for you this new year. Where is God calling
you? Where can God help you? Seek God’s help in any changes and
goals you have planned for this new year. January is the start of a new
year. Seek God’s guidance as you search out new adventures and a
new way to participate in the ministry of Christ’s Church.
The new year brings the continued celebration of the birth and life of Jesus and the promise of his return. Soon, we will begin the celebration of
Lent and the promise of the resurrection. January is a great month after
all. It is a month to continue the celebration of the life of Jesus and the
celebration of his resurrection and promise of eternal life.
Blessings to you all this new year!
Pastor Gary
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What’s Happening This Month In Our Church
SUNDAY 1/3

10:00 AM Worship

WEDNESDAY 1/6

Quigley’s, J-Squad, PTFG

SUNDAY 1/10

10:00 AM Worship

WEDNESDAY 1/13

Quigley’s, J-Squad

THURSDAY 1/14

Session Meeting @ 7:00 PM

SUNDAY 1/17

10:00 AM Worship

TUESDAY 1/19

Deacons Meeting 7:00 PM

WEDNESDAY 1/20

Quigley’s, J-Squad, PTFG

SUNDAY 1/24

10:00 AM Worship & Youth Choir Performance

WEDNESDAY 1/27

Quigley’s, J-Squad

SUNDAY 1/31

10:00 AM Worship

Broken Bow Prayer Request
The Lamb Family
June Tolen
Pauline Landreth
Ronnie Woodward
Vance Vohland
The Schwisow Family
Charles Dobesh
Kerry & Tom Golden
Roy Charles
Craig Sloggett
Roger Carroll, Nathan King & Gemma Renwick

Soup Supper & Cake
Auction
Thank you to everyone that made it out to our soup
supper & cake auction. All together $2528.50 was
raised!!!! The proceeds will be divided equally between Missions for the food pantry and for the
church’s audio update. Thank you again to all who
donated items, helped with setting up, who served,
and who helped with the clean up. A special thanks
again to Cory Palmer for being our auctioneer & to
the Palmer family for the donation of the beautiful
quilt!

Sock & Mitten Tree Results
A huge thank you to all of you that donated items to our Sock
& Mitten Tree! We had so many wonderful items that were
brought in. There were 17 hat/glove sets, 52 pairs of socks, 9
hats, 19 pairs of gloves, 2 hat/scarf sets and 2
headbands. All the items were donated to the
Healing Hearts & Families organization.
Many individuals & families will benefit from
these items during this winter season!
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Thank You!
Ruth and I would like to thank each of you
and the session for your well wishes and
kindness during this Christmas season. It is
a joy to be among such a caring family of
believers. Blessings to each of you.
Gary & Ruth Smith

T H E B R O K E N B O W S CR I B E

How You Can Serve

Financial Update
So many great things are able to be done in our
church, community, and the world around us because
of your generous donations. Below you will find a
summary of stewardship giving for December 2015:

The church needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes,
and Liturgists to help with Sunday Worship. If
you would like to help serve, please contact the
following worship leaders:

Balance, January 1st, 2015 $17442.46

January– Mike Bell

November’s Receipts- $10,087.15

There is also a sign up
sheet located in the Narthex. We greatly appreciate all of our volunteers!!!

November’s Expenses- $$7,701.49
Ending Balance as of 11/30/15 $21,890.62

Thank you all so much for the contributions you have
made and continue to make!
January Snack Schedule
Hope you all have a wonderful 2016! God Bless
Quigleys:
PTFG:
each of you!
1/6 Elizabeth Reynolds
1/6 Wanda Eberle &
1/13 open
1/20 Jenn Weems
1/27 Tara Williams

Shannon H.
1/20 Stacy
McMeen

Member Spotlight
We are considering putting together a
member spotlight piece in the Scribe
every month. We thought it would be
fun to recognize individual members
or families that belong to the church.
We would write about how long you
have been with the congregation, some
of your favorite memories, hobbies,
family life, etc. We would like to get
your input and see if this is something
that you would all like to see in the

Scribe as well as if you think you all
would be open to sharing some information about yourselves. Please
know that you would always be
welcome to decline if you didn’t
feel comfortable being in the newsletter. Just send Pastor Gary or
Jenn a quick email or stop by the
church office and let us know what
you think! Thank you!!!

So Many Thanks For All You Do!!!
We want to extend our sincere
gratitude to Elizabeth Reynolds
for being such a great teacher
for our Quigley’s Pre K/ Kindergarten class! We
will miss having
you Elizabeth!

J A N U A R Y 20 1 6

**** A huge thank you to so many of our wonderful church members for going above & beyond to help out with all the church
events. So many of you took time out of your busy schedules to
help out so please know it didn’t go unnoticed. There were so many
events going on from the Parade of Lights, the Soup Supper / Cake
Auction, decorating the church, delivering the poinsettias, packaging
up the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes, preparing the children
for the Christmas Pageant, organizing the Salvation Arm bell ringers...the list could go on & on! Thank you!
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~ January ~
Birthdays

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

925 N H St
Broken Bow, NE 68822
Phone: 308-872-2302
Pastor Gary’s Cell: 620-481-7767

Worship is Sunday at 10:00 AM
Youth Group Wednesday s 3:30-5:00

Anniversaries

Dave Lamb 1/1
Mike & Sally Bell 1/6
Ron Kratzer 1/6
Ron & Linda Kratzer 1/8
Griffin Black 1/7 Ron & Verneta Connely 1/18
Mike Bell 1/7
Noah Garey 1/9
Vance Vohland 1/11
Brynn Custer 1/12
Molly Custer 1/12
Harlan Berghorst 1/14
Terry Beckenhauer 1/15
Ashley Holcomb 1/27
Andrew Miller 1/29
Diane Ellingson 1/29

Find Us On Facebook
At FPC Broken Bow

A Prayer for Strength and Wisdom by Edgar A. Guest
Grant me the strength from day to day
To bear what burdens come my way.
Grant me throughout this bright New
Year
More to endure and less to fear.
Help me live that I may be
From spite and petty malice free.
Let me not bitterly complain
When cherished hopes of mine prove
vain,
Or spoil with deeds of hate and rage
Some fair tomorrow's spotless page.
Lord, as the days shall come and go
In courage let me stronger grow.
Lord, as the New Year dawns today
Help me to put my faults away.
Let me be big in little things;
Grant me the joy which friendship brings.

Keep me from selfishness and spite;
Let me be wise in what is right.
A happy New Year! Grant that I
May bring no tear to any eye.
When this New Year in time shall end
Let it be said I've played the friend,
Have lived and loved and labored here,
And made of it a happy year.
--Edgar A. Guest

The Deacons would like to thank all of the folks that purchased
one of the beautiful Memorial Poinsettias! The congregation has
enjoyed them as they elegantly adorn the Church for the Advent
Season and helped us honor our loved ones that have passed. If
you haven’t picked up your plant, please do so or let one of the
Deacons know where you would like it to go.

