April

2017

A Note From Pastor Gary
New Beginnings
This newsletter will be out around the end of Lent and the beginning of Holy Week, leading up to Easter Sunday. In the spirit of
renewal and new beginnings, I wanted to share with you some
things that have happened as of late.
There are more of us now than there has been over the past few
years. We have witnessed in increase in membership over the
past eighteen months despite cleaning up the membership rolls.
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You are more generous: Increased giving has been experienced
and I am confident that God will provide so that by July, our
budget outlook will be positive.
Changes around us: The stoves in the kitchen came with the
building and were failing. When the matter was brought up at a
Session meeting, there was a ten-minute discussion and by the
end of the meeting, the majority of the funding necessary was
found outside of the church budget. The kitchen microwave died.
A member replaced it with a new one. The choir needed a file
cabinet for their additional music, a member had a new one delivered to the church. The fire extinguishers in the church were
badly outdated and not approved. There are now six new fire extinguishers in the building. The outside light in the front of the
church sign was out. It is now working. There were some plumbing issues and someone stepped up and repaired them. The
pews and wood in the sanctuary needed cleaned and oiled.
Members volunteered to take on that task. New lights in the sanctuary, both in the chancel and sanctuary were replaced with more
efficient and brighter ones. The organ was checked and adjusted
and sounds so much better now. The final work on the sound
system has been accomplished.
There are still some things in the hopper though. Churches do
well to install an AED near their sanctuary. That is the defibrillator
that can be used if someone has a heart attack. We also want to
install emergency lighting near the stairs both downstairs and upstairs in case of a power outage and repair the outside lighting on
the north side of the building. Our church is involved in several

What’s Happening In Our Church
Sunday 4/2

10:00 AM Worship

Wednesday 4/5

3:30 Quigley’s, J-Squad, Confirmation Class 5:30

Thursday 4/6

Bible Study 6:00pm

Sunday 4/9

10:00 AM Worship Service “Palm Sunday”

Wednesday 4/12

3:30 Quigley’s, J-Squad Easter Party, Confirmation Class, PTFG 6:00

Thursday 4/13

Bible Study 6:00

Sunday 4/16

9:15 Prayer Service & Breakfast following, 10:00 AM Easter Worship Service

Wednesday 4/19

3:30 Quigley’s, J-Squad, Confirmation Class 5:30, Deacon’s Meeting at 7:00 PM

Sunday 4/23

10:00 AM Worship Service, Coffee Fellowship & Pauline Landreth’s 95th Birthday C
Celebration

Wednesday 4/26

3:30 Quigley’s, J-Squad, Confirmation Class, & PTFG

Thursday 4/27

Bible Study 6:00, Session Meeting at 6:00

Sunday 4/30

10:00 AM Worship Service, Kids of the Kingdom & Bell Choir perform, Senior
Recognition & Confirmation, Vacation Bible School planning meeting @ 1:30 PM

Prayer Request
: Tom Eacker, Deanna Stewart, Shelly Scott, Vance Vohland, Pauline Landreth, Sarah,

Paul Robison, Molly Custer, Kay Koozer, Paul Loomer, Mike Sorsen, Maxine Glaze, Darrell White, De & Roger’s son Aaron & his family, Family of Cheryl Foster, Steve Land,
People of MNIS, Glenn Emmertt, Gary Auch Moedy , Annette Sloggett,
Kay Norden, family member fighting stage 4 brain cancer

Financial Report
Thank you all for your support and continued contributions to our church! Here is a summary of stewardship for the month of February:
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Beginning Balance as of 1/1/2017:

$15,661.66

YTD Contributions:

$15,723.37

YTD Expenses:

$15, 276.07

Ending Balance for February 2017:

$16,108.96
Th e Broken Bow Scribe

A Note From Pastor Gary...continued
local mission projects: one is an outreach to the local county jail, providing items needed by those
incarcerated. The mission committee is providing assistance through several agencies to help
youth. The Deacons are working on several outreach projects.
The youth group is planning a mission trip to Colorado this summer. There is a Bible study group
meeting on a weekly basis now. We enjoy coffee and other hot drinks in the back of the sanctuary
now each week before worship. The young folks not only are singing at least once a month but
also are establishing their bell choir. The church continues outreach to those who cannot make it
to church regularly and we provide communion to them. We are active with the Ministerial Association and hosted the community Ash Wednesday service this year. We have a large confirmation
class this year and they will be celebrating with the congregation later this spring. We recently held
a St. Patrick Day social that was a splendid time. The second bakery auction before Christmas
was also a success.
By now I hope you get a sense that despite the challenges, good things are happening these
days. For those of you who give your time and talent to God, thanks so much. If you are reading
this note and would like to get involved, please let me know.
I would be happy to talk to you. But most of all, I would encourage you to invite family and friends
to attend church functions with you. Our choirs and volunteers are working hard to prepare for
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. It will be a great time to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and
our promise of eternal life.
Blessings to you all!
Pastor Gary

Confirmation Class
This year, like always, the Confirmation Class is made up of some wonderful kids. Those that are taking
part in our Confirmation Class this year are: Callie White (daughter of Brad & Andra White), Lucas Bell
(son of Nate & Lisa Bell), Ava Williams (daughter of Tara & Greg Williams), Jessy Lowe (daughter of Todd
& Wanda Eberle), Lainey Palmer (daughter of Cory & Angie Palmer), Kylen Borders (son of Mike & Allie
Borders), Bailey Motley (daughter of Jeff & Amber Rogers), Qwentin Coble (son of Jr & Kim Coble), and
Andrika Smith (daughter of Kerston Renwick).
We are so proud of each of these kids and the dedication that they are taking in their walk of faith!
Please help us celebrate them on Confirmation Sunday which will be Sunday, April 30th!

April
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To Make You Smile!

Youth Group Snacks
Wednesday, April 5th– Quigley’s & J-Squad : De Loehr
Wednesday, April 12th– Quigley’s & J-Squad (Easter Party): De Loehr
PTFG: Andra White
Wednesday, April 19th– Quigley’s & J-Squad: Tara Williams
Wednesday, April 26th– Quigley’s & J-Squad: Jennifer Weems
PTFG: Wanda Eberle &

How You Can Help!
We are always looking for individuals or families to help out with Sunday Morning Worship Services!
There is now a book in the Narthex where you can sign up to be our liturgist, to usher, or to run the
audio projector. If any of our high school are interested in helping out, we would love to get them involved! If you feel called to serve, please sign-up for any open date(s) or you can contact Bill Reichert
at 308-872-2190 or the church office at 308-872-2302, and we will get you set up! Thank you all so
much!
April Liturgist & Ushers:
4/2

Terry & Sheryl Beckenhaur Usher, Jan Dobesh Liturgist

4/9

Butch & Taresa Brunken Usher, Bev Schwisow Liturgist

4/16

Eric & Kelcie Westerhold Usher, De Loehr Liturgist

4/23

Open for Ushers, Anita Schmidt Liturgist

4/30

Open for Ushers, Ann Holcomb Liturgist

The Journey
The Journey
The journey that began earlier is almost over: “When the days drew near for him to be taken up,
[Jesus] set his face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51).
Immediately after that, Jesus was rejected by a Samaritan village. James and John wanted to call
down fire to destroy those Samaritans, but Jesus rebuked them and they went on to another village.
That event was a prelude to what will soon take place in Jerusalem: the deadly rejection of Jesus,
his refusal to take revenge on his enemies, and his determination to follow God’s call wherever it
would take him.
But did God want this to happen? It seems that everything was pre-arranged. The donkey was tied
where Jesus said it would be and the owners asked the exact question Jesus predicted: “Why are
you untying the colt?” They raised no argument when the disciples answered as Jesus instructed:
“The Lord needs it.” Perhaps the owners of the donkey were also followers of Jesus. We cannot be
certain how Jesus knew about the donkey -- or how he will know about the man carrying the water
jar in preparation for the Passover meal (22: 10-13).
Jesus had already spoken three times about what will take place in Jerusalem, things that remain
hidden from his disciples. Jesus knows that being faithful to God will lead him into the heart of danger, but this does not mean that God wanted him to die. “Rather, Jesus’ death was an act of violence brought about by threatened human men, as sin, and therefore against the will of a gracious
God. It occurred historically in consequence of Jesus’ fidelity to the deepest truth he knew … ” 1 That
deep truth set him on this journey to Jerusalem and he will not be stopped now that he and his disciples have arrived at the Mount of Olives.
As Jesus rode along on the borrowed donkey, people spread their cloaks on the road. We expect
them to be waving branches of some kind, even though palms appear only in John’s gospel. But no
one is waving branches here, only taking off their coats. Were these people from Bethphage and
Bethany or had they followed Jesus from Galilee?
Perhaps it depends on how we interpret the word “disciples.” Luke tells us “the whole multitude of
disciples began to praise God.” A whole multitude must have been larger than twelve! As they
moved into the city, they sang without a bulletin or a hymnal: “Blessed is the king who comes in the
name of the Lord!” (Psalm 118) They borrowed a line the angels sang to the shepherds: “Peace in
heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” To some authorities, it sounded like a dangerous song:
Blessed is King Jesus -- we shall not be moved! Peace in highest heaven – we shall not be moved!
Who were these people who had seen Jesus’ deeds of power? Zacchaeus was probably up in front.
Jesus had just stayed with him in Jericho and that encounter changed Zacchaeus forever. Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James must have been there for they’ll be remembered
by name at the empty tomb.
Other women were there, too, because Luke places them at the cross on the day of Jesus’ crucifixion. (23:49) Maybe the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet at Simon’s dinner party was there. Jairus
and his daughter might be there, too, walking with the woman cured of the twelve-year hemorrhage.
The woman who had been bent over for 18 years is standing tall and there are lots of children for
Jesus made it clear they were always welcome.
These were the ones who had seen Jesus’ deeds of power. John the Baptist had said it would be so
back in Luke 3. When religious leaders claimed their special inheritance, John said, “I tell you, God
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.” Now those stones had come to life! People treated like nobodies were walking like somebodies! It was glorious.
It was scary. Do we really want stones to come to life? Do we want to invite the poor and the crippled, the blind and the lame into the sanctuary? (Luke 14:13) Do we want people praising God who
can’t find the right page in the hymnal?

“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”
“I tell you,” said Jesus, “if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
Who is shouting to be heard this Holy Week? Followers of Jesus are called to listen to those who
have been silenced. When we do, the Gospel comes alive in radically new ways. Who is longing to
be heard where we are?
 the man with Down Syndrome who delivers the mail in your office building
 the women and men who come to community lunch in the church basement
 the immigrant women who care for our aging parents
 the transgender teenager at Trinity Place shelter in New York City
the man who stands outside the grocery store every day with a cup in his hand
What stories do they long to tell? Will we walk past without stopping? “I tell you,” said Jesus, “if
these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
When we refuse to listen, or see those who have been silenced, we hear Jesus
weeping once again over our cities and our churches. “If you, even you, had only
recognized on that day the things that make for peace!” Jesus seems to speak to
us when he says, “even you,” looking beyond that day in Jerusalem into our own
time. Jesus will not call down fire upon his enemies. His face is set on God’s mission and he will not turn around until all is accomplished. Jesus rides into Jerusalem sustained by the words that will be his last from the cross: “Father, into your
hands I commend my spirit.”

Food Pantry Fundraiser
The Richardson Family has offered matching funds up to $2700 for the food pantry endowment.
Donations are payable to Custer County Foundation with notation that gifts go
to the endowment fund. The Deadline is November 30th. Pastor Kathy Salts
of or Savior Lutheran Church is coordinating the fundraising efforts. For every dollar you give, the Richardson
Family will match it.

Mark Your Calendars!
-The National Day of Prayer will be Thursday May 4 at 6:30 a.m. at the Municipal Building. Breakfast will follow. Pastor Gary will participate in the service.
-Baccalaureate for Broken Bow HS will be Wednesday, May 10th at
7pm. Pastor Seth Bates and Pastor Jurdan Counts will be planning the
Baccalaureate. They are looking for graduating seniors from area
churches who would be willing to help with readings and music. All seniors are encouraged to attend. If you know of a senior who can help, Call
Pastor Counts at 308-872-2263 (1st Baptist Church).

Maundy Thursday services will be at Our
Savior Lutheran Church at 7pm
Sermons a la Cart`e
Many thanks to the Deacons and volunteers who helped out
hosting the April 5 Lenten Luncheon. Everyone who attended the
service and lunch loved all the salads and sandwiches. Thanks
also to Ann Holcomb for providing the music for the worship.
Also, Thanks to Pastor Todd Karges and the members of the
Methodist Church who again provided their facility to host the Lenten services and luncheons. It’s a big task to open up a church to host
the worship and the meals.

April Birthdays & Anniversaries
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4/5

Bryton Birnie

4/12 Dan & Anita Fisher

4/7

Jeanette Birnie

4/20 Terry & Sheryl Beckenhauer

4/11

Tara Williams

4/12

Nate Holcomb

4/17

Amanda Hill

4/18

Pauline Landreth

4/18

Eric Langrud

4/19

Dustin Varland

4/20

Larry Yantzie

4/21

Ternie Wright

4/30

Bill Reichert

4/30

Sally Bell

Session Members & Deacons
Session

Deacons

Class of 2017

Class of 2017

Dan Fisher

Sheryl Beckenhauer

Angie Palmer

Leslea Woodward

Gretchen Gallentine

Donalee Lamb

Class of 2018

Class of 2018

Brad Holcom

Eric Langrud

Bev Schwisow

Ann Owen

Bill Reichert

Alice Lucas

Class of 2019

Class of 2019

Anita Schmidt

Marcia Simmons

Roger Loehr

Kelcie Westerhold

Paul Loomer

Diane Ellingson

