
Luke 14:27-28 ″And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you 
cannot be my disciple. But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who 
would begin construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see 
if there is enough money to finish it?  You gotta want church bad folks.  Not 
just a Sunday for a couple hours, you gotta live it! 

 

A church that relies on their pastor or the music or programs to attract peo-
ple rather than the preaching of the gospel or compromise the teachings of 
Jesus, ignore the Holy Spirit or to disregard Christ’s Church is an abomina-
tion toward God. 

 

In researching the book Churchless, The Barna Group found that each 
younger generation in the U.S. is less religious than earlier cohorts. The 
group reported that nearly half of Americans born in 1984 to 2002 are 
unchurched, compared to 28 percent of Americans born in 1945 or earlier. 

 

Author Benton Johnson says the following: 

What did the Presbyterian Church itself contribute to the spiritual formation 
of these baby boomers? For some, it contributed a great deal, especially if 
their parents were highly committed Christians themselves. But for many 
others, Sunday School, worship services, confirmation classes, and youth 
programs did not produce a commitment sufficiently strong to sustain itself 
in a milieu of family and peers in which religion was rarely mentioned. To be 
effective, even the best-conceived program of religious education needs the 
reinforcement of a rich discursive follow-up in a circle of strong believers. 
Two or three hours a week of "God talk" is hardly enough. 

A survey conducted by the Methodist church of current churchgoers identi-
fied the following: 

Church helps my spiritual development (39 percent) 

Opportunity to find out more about God (38 percent) 

Opportunity to make friends and nurture friendships (38 percent) 

Knowing that anyone will be welcomed into the church community (38 per-
cent) 

Opportunity for support during difficult times (37 percent). 

What the information tells me that worship and church is way more than 
singing songs and spending a Sunday at church.  The information tells of a 
need for support, social connectedness and nurturing. To be successful, it 
requires the help of everyone in the church.   

Benton Johnson completed a study as a result of the Presbyterian Panel 
from the 1999 three-year study.  He states the following:    (Continued on page 2) 
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(continued) 

“Our findings also support Kelley's contention that the mainline denominations did not suddenly become 
weak during the 1960s, but that their internal strength has been ebbing away for several generations. 
Many of our baby boomer respondents told us, for example, that they had only the vaguest idea what 
their own parents-or more commonly their fathers-believed, which suggests that silence on matters of 
faith is not new in many Presbyterian families. Moreover, we heard such reports from people whose par-
ents attended church every Sunday. It seems likely that a significant portion of mainline Protestant par-
ents of the 1950s did not have a deep commitment to the tenets of orthodox Christianity. Perhaps the 
contemporary critics of the religious "revival" of that decade were right to claim that the surge in church 
membership was motivated more by a desire for family "togetherness" and social respectability than by 
deep spiritual hunger. “ 

 

In many cases, the family's outward conformity was a thin shell that their children broke with ease when 
they left home. 

 

What did the Presbyterian Church itself contribute to the spiritual formation of these baby boomers? For 
some, it contributed a great deal, especially if their parents were highly committed Christians themselves. 
But for many others, Sunday School, worship services, confirmation classes, and youth programs did not 
produce a commitment sufficiently strong to sustain itself in a milieu of family and peers in which religion 
was rarely mentioned. To be effective, even the best-conceived program of religious education needs the 
reinforcement of a rich discursive follow-up in a circle of strong believers. Two or three hours a week of 
"God talk" is hardly enough. 

 

Finally, the study tells us that those who left is telling: “When we asked our sample of confirmands why 
they had dropped out of church we found virtually no support either for the theory that the church has be-
come "socially irrelevant" or for the theory that church decline represents a protest against the radical 
agenda of denominational elites. One woman we interviewed quit her local Presbyterian church in 1971 
because of its indifference to issues of war and race, and a few others grumbled about the denomina-
tion's commitment to left-wing causes, but the vast majority said nothing about these matters. From our 
interviews we formed the firm impression that most baby boomers brought up in a Presbyterian church 
know little or nothing about the policies promoted by denominational officials. For them-and perhaps for 
their elders as well-"church" refers only to the local congregations with which they are familiar, and does 
not extend to the higher echelons of denominations.” 

 

It seems like the issues that have concerned those leaving have not really changed that much.  The focus 
is the local church and the ability to be family to the extended community.  There is a need to share the 
beliefs and polity that is Presbyterian.  We are unique when it comes to other mainstream denominations 
in that we are representative. Church members are the source for those who serve.  We are collectively 
the church.  We support one another and we work toward the Great Ends of the Church.  It is important 
that we share this with our young folks, the community and also remind ourselves of our gift of church. 

 

Part of that sharing is to speak the truth about our faith and church.  There is so much more to it than how 
many people show up for Sunday.  It is so much more than the ‘good old days’ when the pews were filled.  
If it was so successful in nurturing members, we would be adding on space today.  It is time to get back to 
the basics of church as established by Jesus that ironically is similar to the lists of what people want from 
the church that I included here today.  I would suggest it is important to focus more on the relationships of 
church and how we take care of one another while furthering the ministry of Christ’s Church and let the 
Spirit worry about attendance and what others in a community define success of a church. 



Vance Vohland 

Pauline Landreth 

Paul Robison 

Rich Maas 

Kara Amsberry 

Jeff McMeen 

Gracie Black 

Fred Roedger & 

Family 

Sunday 8/7  10:00 AM Worship Service & Deacon’s Meeting after service 

Tuesday 8/9  Meeting for all those involved with the youth programs @ 7:00pm here 
   at the church.  Pizza will be served! 

Sunday 8/14  10:00 AM Worship Service 

Thursday 8/18 Session Meeting @ 6:00pm, food provided. 

Sunday 8/21  10:00 AM Worship Service &  

   Coffee Fellowship 

Sunday 8/28  10:00 AM Worship Service 

Here is a summary of stewardship for the month of 
June.  Thank you all again for your many generous 
contributions!  Thank you & God Bless! 

Beginning Balance for January 2016: $20,855.67 

YTD Receipts: $47,331.62 

YTD Expenses: $51,331.90 

Ending Balance for June: $16,855.39 
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Local Prayer Request   Youth Group Classes 

What’s Happening In Our Church 

Financial Report            Thank you!!!! 

T h e  B r o k en  B o w  S c r i b e  

 We are planning on our Quigleys, J-Squad & 

PTFG youth classes to begin on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 7th.  If anything changes, we will be sure to let 

everyone know.  We can’t wait to have all of our 

wonderful kids back!  The church seems so “alive” 

with all of them here on Wednesday afternoons!!!  

Just a reminder, classes will go from 3:30– until about 

5:15.   All kids need to be ready to go & picked up at 

5:15 so our teachers can get home to their families.   

Thank you all so much & we can’t wait to see every-

one!!! 

A hearty thanks to the 24 people, that helped in 

some way, with Eric’s move on the 28th!  We were 

all finished and fed by 7pm.  

Eric & his family are so 

grateful for all of your 

help!!!  Thanks again!!! 



A u g u s t  

This month I had the opportunity to go and interview an amazing lady for our member spotlight.  She 
truly has a heart of gold, is very well known in our community, and she also inspires all of us that are 

fortunate enough to be around her.  The month’s member is June Tolen. 

 June has been a long time member of our Presbyterian Church.  In fact, she was baptized and be-
came a member back in 1943.  All of her children were baptized here at our church including her won-

derful daughter De, who is also an active member of our congregation.   

 Over the years, June has helped with and participated in many of our church groups & activities.  

June remembers helping with Sunday School, serving meals with Pauline Landreth to the Quigley’s & 
PTFG kids, and also serving as a Deacon for a year with her dear husband Irl.  She said that at that time 

couples were asked to serve as deacons together.   

 June has so many wonderful memories of this church and its members…. probably to many to 

count!  I asked her if she could recall one of her favorites and she said that her 90th birthday party that 

her family had here at the church for her is one that definitely sticks out in her mind.  She and her daugh-
ter De said that almost their entire family made it down to go to church with June that Sunday, all ex-

cept three of the grandkids.  June’s grandson was allowed to sing worship that day and that was the first 
time that June had had the opportunity to hear him sing.  It was such a wonderful day for her.  June said 

that their family took up almost the one whole side-section of pews that day and that there was an atten-
dance of over 200 in church! 

 June has a tattered old Bible sitting on her dining room table that she said was a gift from her 

mother.  She has read through the entire book several times & you can certainly tell that that Bible has 
been loved!  June encourages everyone to be good to one another and to keep the Lord in our hearts!  

“The Lord will always provide as long as you let him in!”   

christianitytoday.com 

How to Survive the Sermon When Your Pastor Goes Off-Script 

Derek Rishmawy 

Brace yourself. Improv is coming. 

One of the many joys of getting involved in the life of a local church is the sheer predictability of it 
all. In a world where Beyoncé could drop an album at any moment and J.K. Rowling continues to 

add addendum after addendum to the Potterverse, Sunday mornings are routine and unsurprising in 

the most refreshing way: you sit, stand, cross yourself, or recite the Lord’s Prayer almost instinctu-
ally—and, after hearing hundreds of sermons, you become intimately familiar with your pastor’s 

unique preaching, making it easy to follow his or her outline and take diligent notes. 

Except, of course, when it all goes awry. 

It can happen to anyone, at any time: you’re sitting in the pew, scribbling spiritual takeaways into 
your original-ruled Field Notes memo book, when you slowly start to realize (Continued on page 6)
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 Member Spotlight– June Tolen 

How to Survive a New Style of Sermon 



Thank you!!!!! 

 Riley & I would like to thank each & every one of you for the wonderful diaper shower that you had 

for us!  That was so incredibly thoughtful of you guys and we can’t express how grateful we are to all of you!  

We are completely stocked on diapers!!!!!!  I truly don’t think we will have to buy any diapers for the first 

year of this baby’s life!!!   Thank you so much again & we can’t wait to be able 

to introduce our new little one to all of you wonderful people!!!  

God Bless each of you! 

Love,  

Riley, Jenn, Landon, Carter & Baby Weems 

Special Meeting! 

There will be a special meeting held here at the church for all of those who are involved with 

our Youth Programs.  The meeting is set for Tuesday, August 9th, at 7:00pm.  Please contact 

the church office if you have any questions.  Thank you all so much for the important roll that 

you take in our children’s lives!!!! 

Equipment Needed For Church 

Hi everyone!  The church is in need of some equipment to be used for our youth group pro-

grams as well as other church functions.  The items we are looking for are:  A DVD player, a 

karaoke machine, and a microphone stand.  If any of you have these items or know of some-

one that does & would like to donate them, please contact the church office at 308-872-

2302.  Thank you all so much! 

Memorials For Pastor Fred E. Roedger, Jr. 
Pastor Fred Edward Roedger, Jr. 71, of Fort Collins passed away July 21st, 2016.  He was a Presbyterian minis-
ter for 30 years.  He is survived by his wife, Debra Ward Roedger.  A memorial service was held at 11 am, July 
30th, 2016 at Timnath Presbyterian Church, Timnath CO.   

If you would like to send your condolences or a memorial to the family, you can mail 
them to: 

Mrs. Fred Roedger 

4934 Broadmoor Court 

Fort Collins, CO 80528 



something is amiss. Was the organ out of tune? Doubtful. Is the minister’s blazer two sizes too big? Of 

course, but it always is, so that’s not the problem either. 

In the pulpit, the pastor stares at his notes for an awkward 15 seconds before pushing them to the side, 

and the horror of what’s about to happen dawns on you: he’s calling a mid-sermon audible, veering from 
the coherent, structured outline to try his hand at homiletical improv. Maybe the Holy Spirit is teaching 
him what he ought to say in that very hour, or maybe he just realized that this three-point sermon works 

better as a rambling polemic. Either way, brace yourself. Oratorical chaos is nigh. But follow these sim-
ple steps, and you just might survive to worship another day. 

1. Confirm the situation. 

The Almighty created peripheral vision and saw that it was good for a reason. Use it to steal a glance at 

your neighbor’s notes and confirm that this is really happening, and that you didn’t just miss what the 
“A” in the “PRAY” acronym stands for while you were strategizing how to beat the after-church lunch 
rush to Chili’s. If your fellow churchgoer seems as lost as you, take heart—burdens like these are meant 

to be borne together. 

2. Remain calm. 

Your congregation needs a fearless leader who can maintain composure and shepherd them through this 
time of uncertainty. Rather than doing something rash yet well intended—you know, like cutting off the 

sound guy’s right ear or something—use this as an opportunity to grow in Paul’s lesser-known, decidedly 
more gracious fruit of the Spirit: flexibility. (Don’t worry, there’s no salvation-threatening hot yoga involved.) 

http://www.swordofthespiritministry.org 

3. Get comfortable. 

When pastors go rogue and toss their sermons out the (stained glass) windows, all bets are off; forget eve-

rything you think you know about how faithful reverends function. If your Sunday sermons usually run 
a standard 18-20 minutes, just go ahead and double it. If you’re used to the 45-minute variety, then 

buckle up—you’re in for a filibuster that would put Jefferson Smith to shame. Consider rationing any 
mints or gum you may have on your person, and pray the Lord hears your groaning and, in his mercy, 
remembers his covenant with his people. Or, if you’re up for approaching the throne of grace with confi-

dence, a genuine New Testament Feeding of the Five Thousand redux might temper the frustration of 
parishioners who made lunch plans assuming it would be business as usual this week. (Farewell, sweet 

Chili’s; we barely knew thee.) 

4. Be open-minded. 

Things will, Lord willing, go back to normal next week, but don’t check out just yet. As tempting as it is 
to recede into your mental playground when it feels like a preacher has mistaken his sermon for a con-
gressional filibuster, maybe—just maybe—the same God that taught Balaam’s donkey to talk has de-

cided to speak through the person extemporizing behind the pul-
pit. 

And hey—if not, there’re always sabbaticals. 

 

 

http://www.swordofthespiritministry.org


Gavin Wright 8/2   Peggy Hill 8/19 

Jessy Lowe 8/2   Hunter Smith 8/20 

Padyn Borders 8/3   Donalee Lamb 8/21 

Gwen Druery 8/4   Heather Wright 8/21 

James Varney 8/4   Rich Maas 8/23 

Jim & Shirla Croghan 8/4  Norland & Dorothy Carr 8/26  

Jan Dobesh 8/10   Scott & Elizabeth Reynolds 8/27 

Lisa Johnson 8/10   JR & Kim Coble 8/28  

Cooper White 8/13   JR Coble 8/28   

Rebeka Hill 8/13   Peggy McMeen 8/29   

Tom & Betty Langrud 8/14  Ann Owen 8/30  

Jacob Holcomb 8/15   Jaden Garey 8/30  

Tyler Varland 8/15   Tim & Heather Wright 8/30 

Qwentin Coble 8/16 

William Melville 8/17 

Ann Holcomb 8/18 

Bev Schwisow 8/18 

925 North H Street 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

T h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h   

             Session Members      Deacons 

 Class of 2016       Class of 2016 

 Mike Bell        Thelma Betz 
 Andra White       Janice White 
 Michelle Miller       Anita Schmidt 
 Class of 2017       Class of 2017 
 Dan Fisher        Sheryl Beckenhauer 
 Angie Palmer                 Leslea Woodward 
 Gretchen Gallentine      Donalee Lamb 
 Class of 2018        Class of 2018 
 Brad Holcomb        Eric Langrud 
 Bill Reichert        Ann Owen 
 Bev Schwisow       Alice Lucas 

Deacons & Session Members 

PH: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell 

620-481-7767 

Find Us On Facebook at 

FPC of Broken Bow 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 


