
The holiday season tends to be a bit frantic for many of us.  Combined 
with the craziness of the season and our regular life schedules, it can 
be a bit overwhelming.  I thought back to how it seems like there is 
now an app (application for those who don’t know) for just about any-
thing, promising to make our lives easier and free up more time. 

 

I decided to check for apps that would help share feelings of the sea-
son: happiness, joy and hope of the coming of Jesus.  Interestingly 
enough, there are Google sites and other sources that can provide you 
suggestions on how you might greet and send such greetings depend-
ing on your religion, or lack of it and particular persuasion.  In the 
event, you need a toast for a holiday gathering, they have an app for 
that too. 

 

That brings me to the point of the message.  Since we are God’s chil-
dren, we are blessed with the gift of eternal life.  A promise of a life 
with God forever.  This season is all about that promise.  Despite the 
best efforts of advertisers and promoters to convince us otherwise, it is 
about how the birth of a savior many years ago shook the world to its 
core and was never the same again.   

 

The season brings different emotions to each of us: some good and 
some not so good.  It is good to remember that God gave us his Son to 
bring joy to our lives and to fulfil the prophesy of life everlasting for 
those of us who believe.   

 

My prayer is that each of you 
are wrapped in the love of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and that as we 
join together with hundreds of 
thousands of Christians around 
the world, we rejoice in a loving 
God who will never forsake us. 

 

 

A Note From Pastor Gary 
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December  

2016 



Deanna Stewart  Shelly Scott 

Molly Custer   Darleen Olson 

Vance Vohland  Pauline Landreth 

Kay Koozer   Jeff McMeen 

Paul Loomer   Paul Robison 

All Law Enforcement 

Sunday 12/4   10:00 AM Worship Service 
Wednesday 12/7  3:30 Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG 6:30 
Sunday 12/11  10:00 AM Worship Service, Quigley’s Christmas Nativity 
    Congregational Meeting after service 
    Soup Supper / Cake Auction at 5:30pm 
Wednesday 12/14  3:30 Quigley’s & J-Squad  
Thursday 12/15  Session Meeting 7:00 
Sunday 12/18  10:00 AM Worship, J-Squad Bell Performance & Coffee Fellowship 
Wednesday 12/21  3:30 Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG 6:30 (Christmas Parties) 
    Deacon’s Meeting 7:00 
Saturday 12/24  Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 
Sunday 12/25  10:00 Christmas Day Service 
Wednesday 12/28  No Youth Groups!  Annual Reports are due to Jenn 
 

All of you are what keeps this wonderful church thriving!! Thank you once again for all of your contin-

ued contributions! Here is a summary of stewardship for the month of October:  

Beginning balance as of January 2016: $20,855.67  

YTD Contributions: $76,626.24 

YTD Expenses: $87,321.51 

Ending balance for October 2016: $10,160.40 
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Prayer Request 

What’s Happening In Our Church 

Financial Report 

T h e  B r o k en  B o w  S c r i b e  



D ec em b er   

We will be hosting our second annual soup supper and cake auction at the Church on Sunday, 
December 11th at 5:30pm.  There will be a free will offering for the soup and a live auction for 
the cakes/pies/goodies.  Please plan to join us….and bring your friends and family along! 
 
In addition, we are also asking you to provide your most famous baked goods to be auctioned 
during the evening.  The yummier and gooier the better!  Kid friendly goodies are also wel-
come and will be a part of the auction as well.  You may bring your auction items with you to 
the soup supper or leave them at the church after worship on the 11th.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Nov. 20, 2016 
 
Session met following the Deacon’s Appreciation Dinner on Sunday, Nov.  20.  Plans are be-

ing made for a Confirmation Class to be taught by Pastor Gary beginning in January.  Plans 

are in place for the Cake Auction and Soup Supper on Dec. 11, at 5:30 P.M.   The choir will 

be singing each Sunday in December.  The Quigley’s children will be doing their Christmas 

Program during Worship on Sunday, Dec. 11, J-Squad will be playing the bells on Sunday, 

Dec. 18, the Christmas Eve Service will begin at 6:30 and the Worship Service will be at the 

usual time on Christmas Day.  The church nominating committee has been busy.   

The next Session meeting will be on Dec. 11 following the Worship Service.  We wish you 

all a blessed and joyful Christmas Season!   
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Soup Supper & Cake Auction To Be Held 

Notes From The Session 



We are always looking for individuals to help out with worship services.   

If you would like to participate or are interested in possibly being our li-

turgist or usher, please contact the church office, Pastor Gary, or our 

monthly worship leader.   

December Worship Leader: Gretchen Gallentine 

January Worship Leader: Angie Palmer 

February Worship Leader: Dan Fisher 

 

December 7th: Quigley’s & J-Squad  - Lisa Bell  PTFG   -  De Loehr 

December 14th: Quigley’s & J-Squad  - Jenn Weems 

December 21st: Quigley’s & J-Squad  - De Loehr PTFG  -  Open 

December 28th: No Youth Group Classes!  Merry Christmas Every-

one!!!! 
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Do You Feel Called To Serve? 

To Make You Smile! 

Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG Snack Schedule 

T h e  B r o k en  B o w  S c r i b e  



D ec em b er   

Why is there One Pink Advent Candle? 
 

"In our Advent Wreath, three candles are purple and one is pink. Why the one pink candle?"  
Before we answer the specific question, for those who aren't familiar with the church "liturgical" 
year, let's look at the season of Advent.  
Advent is the beginning of the church year. The first Sunday of Advent (and the first Sunday of 
the church year) is the fourth Sunday preceding Christmas day. This year it was November 27

th
. 

The church divides the year into seasons, much like our meteorological year. The seasons are 
Advent, Christmastide, Epiphany, Lent, Eastertide, Pentecost, and Ordinary Time.  Don’t let the 
term “Ordinary Time fool you. . All seasons in the church are extraordinary.  
In any event, Advent is a four-Sunday season of preparation in the church (and the world) for the 
arrival of Christ into the world, both at Christmas and in our lives. An Advent wreath is one of the 
traditional accessories for the season. The wreath is decorated with greenery and laid upon a 
stand. A large white candle, called the Christ Candle, stands in the middle of the wreath and four 
candles are placed into the wreath surrounding the central candle. The four candles are three 
purple and one pink. These candles are lit on successive Sundays in Advent, one for each week. 
The pink one is lit on the third week and the Christ Candle(white)  is lit on either Christmas Eve 
or Christmas day, and on each Sunday during Christmastide.  
Now, why the pink candle? In the earliest years of the church the only church season was Lent, 
the seven weeks prior to Easter. Lent was a season of fasting and prayer as the church com-
memorated the crucifixion of Jesus. The traditional color of banners in the church during this time 
was a deep purple, signifying royalty, repentance, and suffering. During Lent the church lit seven 
candles, one for each week of the solemn season. However solemn the season, the story of Lent 
also has a twinge of hope and joy since the death of Christ prefigured the resurrection. So, on 
the third Sunday of Lent, the church was encouraged not to fast, but to feast. In ancient times on 
this particular Sunday the Pope would honor a citizen with a pink rose, and as time passed the 
priests wore pink vestments on this day as a reminder of the coming joy.  
When the season of Advent was instituted the church viewed it as a mini-Lent, a time for reflec-

tion and repentance (thus the purple). In so doing, the 
church adopted the first four candles of Lent and 
changed the third candle of Advent to pink in honor of 
the Lenten tradition. This is why we have a pink candle 
in our Advent Wreaths.  
To further heighten the sense of anticipation of Christ's 
coming during Advent, the church named each candle 
in the wreath -- the first being hope, the second peace, 
the third joy, and the fourth love (there are a number of 
other traditional names as well, though these are some 
of the most ancient). It has always seemed fitting to me 
that the pink candle is the candle of joy, the one that 
speaks to us with its twinge of color.  
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Why Is There One Pink Advent Candle? 



Leslea Woodward 12/1  Gracie Williams 12/27 

Greg & Tara Williams 12/2  Tim Wright 12/29 

Mason Westerhold 12/2  Eli Coble 12/30 

Vicki Hendricks 12/2   Jeff & Stacie McMeen 12/30 

Maxine Glaze 12/5   Joe Linder 12/30 

Emery Custer 12/6   Greg & Jan Dobesh 12/31 

Morgan McMeen 12/6  Mike & Michelle Miller 12/31 

Stephanie Wright 12/6 

Callie White 12/8 

Ron & Anita Schmidt 12/10 

George Eacker 12/12 

McKenna Palmer 12/18 

Carol D’ Josey 12/21 

Norland Carr 12/21 

925 North H Street 

Brokne Bow NE 68822 

T h e  F i r s t  P e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h  

Session Members 

Class of 2016: 

Mike Bell 

Andra White 

Michelle Miller 

Class of 2017: 

Dan Fisher 

Angie Palmer 

Gretchen Gallentine 

Class of 2018: 

Brad Holcomb 

Bill Reichert 

Bev Schwisow 

 

 

Deacon Members 
Class of 2016: 

Thelma Betz 

Janice White 

Anita Schmidt 

Class of 2017: 

Sheryl Beckenhauer 

Leslea Woodward 

Donalee Lamb 

Class of 2018: 

Eric Langrud 

Ann Owen  

Alice Lucas 

Deacons & Session Members 

Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell Phone: 

620-481-7767 

Find Us On Facebook at 

FPC Broken Bow NE 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 


