
“Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, 
forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you 
seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” -- Luke 17:3-4 ESV) 

 

As I write, I’m wrapping up my time in Portland, Oregon at the PCUSA General 
Assembly for 2016.  I have to confess that much of what I witnessed and partici-
pated in was uncomfortable.  I was frustrated and a bit stressed at what was 
said and discussed in the general assembly meetings and contained in the one 
hundred or so overtures sent by the various Presbyteries.  I left early one after-
noon to get away and just take time to reflect on the overload of information of 
the previous five days.   

 

As I was scrolling through some news articles during lunch, I came across a 
story from the Times of Israel. The story described how a woman who lives in 
the United States converted to Judaism in order to marry her husband who is 
Jewish.  I learned that there is a substantial process to be accepted as a candi-
date and then trained and allowed into the Jewish faith.  The focus of the article 
was that the body of rabbis in Israel who review each conversion must approve 
the recommendation by the rabbi who conducted the training.  The woman in 
the story was frustrated because the rabbinate in Israel rejected the conversion 
because they do not recognize that particular rabbi in the U.S.  The story went 
on to say that the woman now must appeal to a higher authority, the “supreme 
court” of the Jewish faith to ask that her conversion to Judaism be accepted. 

 

Then I thought about how Jesus told us that all we have to do is believe in him 
and repent.  That’s it.  No interviews, no councils to examine us.  Just faith. That 
reminder of God’s grace was humbling to me.  I realized that I let all the drama 
playing out at the GA convince me that it has any significant relevance in the 
world.  The truth is the concepts of denominations and isolating one another 
from Christ’s Church is a human thing, not a God thing.  Let outrageous com-
ments spring from the lips of our church leaders where it seems a social agenda 
is more important than the gospel: It has no impact on the gospel.  

 

“Be still, and know I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be ex-
alted in the earth.” –Psalm 46:10 

 

This scripture passage from the Psalm reminded me that we have to be careful 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Vance Vohland  Kara Amsberry 

Pauline Landreth  Betty  Langrud 

Darrell White   Pastor Jurdan Counts 

Paul Robison 

7/3/2016 10:00 AM Worship Service 

7/4/2016 Happy 4th of July!!!! 

7/10/2016 10:00 AM Worship Service 

7/17/2016 10:00 AM Worship Service & Coffee 

Fellowship 

7/20/2016 Deacon’s Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

7/24/2016 10:00 AM Worship Service 

7/31/2016 10:00 AM Worship Service 

 Thank you all again for your generous contributions!!!!  Here is a sum-

mary of stewardship for the month of May.  Thank you & God Bless!! 

Beginning Balance for January 2016:     $20,855.67 

YTD Receipts:     $41,097.01 

YTD Expenses:     $43,826.61 

Ending Balance for May 2016:   $18,126.07 
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Local Prayer Request 

What’s Happening In Our Church 

Financial Report 

N ew s l e t te r  T i t l e  



J u l y  

Notes from Session Meeting, June 30, 2016 
 

Carol D’Josey came to the meeting to give us an update on the progress of the installation 
of the media system components.  Session greatly appreciates Carol’s volunteering to be 
the contact person for this project as it progresses.   If you have questions regarding this 
please contact her. 
 
Upgrades have been completed for the church internet service.  The property committee 
has a list of needed church improvement and upkeep projects and are hoping you will vol-
unteer to help complete these at a work day with the date to be set later. 
 
The Christian Education committee met and appreciates all those who have agreed to 
serve in any way again this coming school year. A huge thank you to Steph Holcomb and 
Elizabeth Reynolds for their  help with the Pre K - K class this past year.  This year, we will 
divide the groups this way:  K-1, 2-4, and J-Squad 5-6.  Our church will be in charge of Bible 
School next summer but it will be held at the Methodist Church, with the Episcopal, Lu-
theran and Methodist churches helping.  Our thanks to Deanne Loehr who has volun-
teered to serve as assistant chairperson. We will be needing a chairperson to head this up!
(continued on page 5)  

Our Church always needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes and Liturgist to help with Sunday 

Worship.  If you would like to help serve, please sign your name on the sign-up sheet in 

the Narthex or contact the following worship leader: 

July– Brad Holcomb 

August– Bill Reichert 

September– Bev Schwisow 

If you haven’t ever served before, please consider doing so!  

This is a great way to help out and get involved with the church 

service!  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

the church office at 308-872-2302 or Pastor Gary at 620-481-

7767.  Thank you!!! 
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Notes From The June 30th Session Meeting 

How You Can Help Serve 



J u l y  

 

(continued from page 1)  

not to let the static and noise of this world get in the way of God.  Despite the best efforts of humans to 
try to mess up Christ’s Church, God gives us a chance to rise above the sin of the world and stay with 
God.  The Holy Spirit is present always to help us and guide us away from the sin and distractions of this 
world and focus on God.   

 

I thought about all the churches, all the people and all the pastors who have left the PCUSA in the last 
few years.  The scripture from Luke talks about forgiveness.  It seems that forgiveness is a start to heal 
the divisiveness caused by actions of humans at a biannual meeting.  Let us focus first on forgiveness 
and then reconciliation within our own community and to those who have left the larger church to let 
them know we are sorry for their pain and isolation and that we love them and want them to rejoin us in 
fellowship. 

Blessings to you all. 

 

Pastor Gary 
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(continued from page 3) 

The worship committee and Session would like to have the friends and members of the 
church become more involved in serving and volunteering so the committee will be plan-
ning ways and trying ways to accomplish this.   
 
A Commissioner is needed to represent our church on July 9, 2016 at the Presbytery meet-
ing in Valentine.  Important decisions regarding the structure of the Presbytery will be made 
at this meeting. The only requirement to be a Commissioner is that you are currently or 
have been a ruling elder in the past.  Please contact the church office, Pastor Gary, or 
Gretchen Gallentine if you would like to do this.       
 
Lastly, please don’t forget to be saving your items for the Junk Jaunt sale in September!   

Our Church is Participating in the 2016 Junk Jaunt 

 The church will be participating in the an-

nual Junk Jaunt on September 23rd-25th at the 

Custer County Fair Grounds.  Please start think-

ing about what you can or would like to contrib-

ute (no clothing please).  Pick-up and delivery of 

items can be provided.  More information will 

follow as the event gets closer.  If you have any 

questions or would like to help, please contact 

Mike Bell at 308-870-3591.  Thanks everyone! 



Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

7/4 Scott Reynolds 7/22  Brad & Andra White 

7/7 Betty Langrud 7/25 Jim & Gretchen Gallentine 

7/9 Ron Jones 

7/11 Jory Lowe 

7/16 Lisa Bell 

7/17 Andrew Holcomb 

7/18 Brandon Woracek 

7/22 Jerome Lucas      

7/23 Brad White, Brent Custer & Jim Croghan 

7/26 Wanda Melville  

7/29 Kathy Varney 

7/31 Shirla Croghan 

925 North H Street 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h  

             Session Members      Deacons 

 Class of 2016   Class of 2016 

 Mike Bell    Thelma Betz 
 Andra White   Janice White 
 Michelle Miller   Anita Schmidt 
 Class of 2017   Class of 2017 
 Dan Fisher    Sheryl Beckenhauer 
 Angie Palmer          Leslea Woodward 
 Gretchen Gallentine         Donalee Lamb 
 Class of 2018          Class of 2018 
 Brad Holcomb          Eric Langrud 
 Bill Reichert          Ann Owen 
 Bev Schwisow          Alice Lucas 

Session Members & Deacons 

 

Office Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell:  

620-481-7767 

Email: bbpcusa@msn.com 

Find Us On Facebook at 

FPC of Broken Bow!!! 

July 2016 


