
I was reading an article the other day about how the author felt that sing-
ing hymns in church was a thing of the past.  The author went on to tout 
how technology allows for the playing of music videos and more 
“contemporary” types of songs.  The author went on to say that congrega-
tions get tired of singing the same old songs and they balk at learning new 
songs. I was a bit taken back as the discussion seemed to run contrary to 
much of what I had studied and read about congregational worship the 
past few years. 
 
I found other research and opinions that feel the move toward praise 
bands where the congregations simply are spectators rather than partici-
pants and is damaging to the collective worship of a church.  Once congre-
gations cease to participate in worship and become observers or worse, an 
audience, the purpose of worship is counter to what Jesus taught us. 
 
Consider for a minute the book of Psalms. The Psalms were written to be 
sung or chanted and are to be used during the worship of God.  Our new 
hymnals contain many Psalms that are put to music or meter to be used in 
worship.  Many of the other songs in our hymnal are based on scripture or 
on biblical references.  They can be songs of praise, songs of lament, songs 
of petition and songs of joy. Music is an integral part of our worship to-
gether and God’s music can be a wonderful way to keep our focus on God 
during the week. 
 
I remember getting a call from a pastor friend of mine asking if I would be 
willing to help him in working to get a small country church back on track 
after the members had a falling out with one another.  I didn’t think to ask 
the denomination as I was always willing to help out my friend.  It turned 
out to be a very conservative Southern Baptist church.  I learned the 
schism in the church had taken place because the pastor’s wife took a job 
to help pay for their son’s college tuition.  The church board was mad be-
cause she didn’t ask their permission.  At this point I was thinking I was 
in the wrong place at the wrong time. 
 
Another problem in that church of 200 or so people, was that secular mu-
sic was not allowed. Not just in the church but the church members them-
selves were not supposed to listen to it ever.  They were supposed to listen 
to hymns and read the Bible all the time.  Having spent the past four years 
in Presbyterian churches, I was really taken aback with the strange values 
of these folks who scorned rock and roll and especially country music as 
the work of the devil.  I laid awake a few nights thinking how I was going 
to be burning in hell over my love of country music. 
       (Continued on page 6) 
 

A Note From Pastor Gary 

T
h

e
 B

r
o

k
e

n
 B

o
w

 S
c

r
ib

e
 

F
I

R
S

T
 

P
R

E
S

B
Y

T
E

R
I

A
N

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

June 

2016 



De Loehr   Vance Vohland 

Jerry Saner   Pauline Landreth 

Paul Robison  Pastor Gary & all those attending the General Assembly  

Jeff McMeen   conference in Portland Oregon. 

Family of Dennis Cosner 

Dave Green 

Wednesday 6/1 Vacation Bible School @ United Methodist 

Thursday 6/2  Vacation Bible School @ United Methodist 

Friday 6/3  Vacation Bible School @ United Methodist 

Sunday 6/5  10:00 AM Worship Service 

Sunday 6/12  10:00 AM Worship Service 

Thursday 6/16  Session Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

Sunday 6/19  10:00 AM Worship Service,  

    Coffee Fellowship & Happy Father’s Day!                

Sunday 6/26  10:00 AM Worship Service 

Thank you to each and every one of you again for your generous 
contributions!  Here is a summary of stewardship for the month 
of April.  Thank you & God Bless! 

Beginning Balance for January 2016-  $20,855.67 

YTD Receipts- $32,120.66 

YTD Expenses- $35,717.49 

Ending Balance for April 2016- $17,258.84  
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Prayer Request 

What’s Happening in Our Church... 

Financial Update 

T HE BR OKE N B OW  S CRI B E 



JU NE  

  

My Parents, Willard and Myra Keller, moved with their five daughters to Broken 
Bow in 1955.  We started attending First Presbyterian Church as a result of Rever-
end Emery Roy visiting our home.  I became a member of the church in 1962. 

 Our family was always very involved in the activities of the church.  I fondly 
remember one of my Sunday school teachers, Fran Koozer.  Every week she 
brought bags of candy which guaranteed great attendance.  We also had a strong 
youth group which met on Sunday evenings.  A special part of most summers was 
going to church camp.   

 I have sung in the choir for approximately 30 years and I have held the posi-
tion of deacon, elder, clerk of session and Quigley’s teacher! 

 Being a part of this church family is tremendously important to me and has 
helped sustain me through the years.   
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To Make You Smile! 

 Member Spotlight– Bev Schwisow 



Notes from Session Meeting May 19, 2016 
 
The Session welcomed members of the Media Committee and visited 
with them regarding this project.  It is hoped that Yanda’s will be here  
(or maybe have already been here) around the first of June to install the 
system as originally bid and plans are being  made to improve the speed 
and capacity of the church’s internet service at about the same time.   
 
The Christian Education committee will meet soon after the completion 
of Bible School to make plans for the 2016-2017 youth programs.  A 
Recognition and appreciation event for 2015 to 2017  volunteers and 
teachers will be held in late August or early September as well as Com-
missioning Service for teachers for the 2016-2017 year.   
 
Plans are being made to make summer worship casual and fun!  
 
Building 11 has been reserved at the Fairgrounds by the Worship Com-
mittee in conjunction with the junk jaunt as a church wide money rais-
ing event.  More details will follow later.   
 
If you would be able to serve as Commissioner for this church to the 
specially called meeting of Presbytery in Kearney on June 11, 2016, 
please contact Gary, Gretchen or Jenn.     
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Notes From Session Meeting 

NE WS LE TT ER  TI T LE  



Session Members      Deacons 

Class of 2016:        Class of 2016: 

Mike Bell         Thelma Betz 

Andra White        Janice White 

Michelle Miller        Anita Schmidt 

Class of 2017:        Class of 2017: 

Dan Fisher         Sheryl Beckenhauer 

Angie Palmer        Leslea Woodward 

Gretchen Gallentine       Donalee Lamb 

Class of 2018:        Class of 2018: 

Brad Holcomb        Eric Langrud 

Bill Reichert        Ann Owen 

Bev Schwisow        Alice Lucas 

Session Members & Deacons 

V OLU ME  1,  ISS UE  1  

Our Church always needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes and Liturgist to 

help with Sunday Worship.  If you would like to help serve, please sign 

your name on the sign-up sheet in 

the Narthex or contact the follow-

ing worship leader: 

June– Michelle Miller 

 

July– Brad Holcomb 

 

August– Bill Reichert 

If you haven’t ever served before, please consider doing so!  This is a 

great way to help out and get involved with the church service!  If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office at 308-
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How You Can Serve 



             Birthdays  Anniversaries 

6/6  Jessie Holcomb 6/7 Nate & Lisa Bell 

6/9  Becky Holcomb 6/11 Mac & Peggy McMeen 

6/9 Emily Jones  6/13 Rolland & Janice White 

6/9  Phyllis Berghorst 6/15 Ron & Molly Woodward 

6/10 John Ellingson 6/17 Jeff & Danyelle Pflaster 

6/10 Laurie Teahon  

6/11 Logan Bell  6/18 Mike & Becky Holcomb 

6/16 June Tolen  6/21 Harlan & Phyllis Berghorst 

6/20 Anita Fisher  6/22 Rowdy  Leslea Woodward 

6/21 Bob Anderson 6/27 Brad & Steph Holcomb 

6/21 Deanna Zachary 6/29 Butch & Taresa Brunken 

6/21 Jeff Pflaster  6/30 John & Diane Ellingson 

6/28 Sheryl Beckenhauer 

925 North H Street 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

FIRST  PR ES BYTE RIAN 

CHURCH  

I felt fortunate that the church I attended was a welcoming church who really appreci-

ated music as part of the worship.  We sang a lot of hymns and we sang Psalms as well.  

Often the pastor would describe the meaning or history of the song.  I appreciate that 

our hymnals do provide us with the history each song and some background.  It is im-

portant to understand the history and meaning of the song when one sings it.   

 

Granted there are some genres of music that run counter to Christian faith or beliefs but 

I think there can be a positive message in many secular songs. Likewise, some folks get 

too set in their ways. I’ve told you before how one lady chewed me out for singing 

Christmas songs during Advent or the man who was upset because I used sheet music 

for a special worship Sunday with him telling me there was over 800 songs in the hym-

nal so why did I need to add extra ones to the bulletin.  I guess the truth lies someplace 

between the rigid Baptists of that small church and the angry guy who wasn’t happy 

with my song choices. 

 

Praise bands, fancy sound systems and iPad bands do not bring in new members.  They 

do not bring in younger folks. The variety is good for all of us but it is not the silver bul-

let.  What people are looking for is the presence of the Holy Spirit.  They are looking for 

more than a one-hour concert or drama.  They are looking for a message of hope that 

A Note From Pastor Gary (continued) 

Office Phone:  

308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell: 

 620-481-7767 

 

Worship Service Hour is 

Sunday at 10:00 AM 

Find us on Facebook 

at FPC Broken Bow 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS &  

ANNIVERSARIES!!! 



carries throughout the whole week that they can live and see others living in the commu-

nity.   

 

The message of the Gospel was powerful when told by Jesus and his disciples and it is just 

as powerful today.  The music and songs of praise are part of that message.  When pre-

sented as a gift to God, praise of the love of God and the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the 

words of the Gospel come to life in a way no preacher or poet can hope to accomplish.  It 

is the passion we share in the message that matters, not so much the type of delivery sys-

tem used. 

 

We are so fortunate to have such talented individuals to share their musical gifts with us.  

Each Sunday I come away energized with the joy of God’s love.  We will continue to mix 

the traditional with the new and examine other ways we can find to worship God.  Con-

sider how radical those who wrote the Psalms must have been compared to their contem-

poraries. A willingness to step outside our comfort zone can be healthy at times.  I would 

suggest that the slowest and driest song, when sung by people filled with the Spirit, can 

catch a congregation on fire.  It’s not so much the notes on the page that matter but the 

size of the heart of the people singing. 

 

Might I suggest that on Saturday, you take 

time to pray and ask God to send the 

Spirit to be with us on Sunday?  On Sun-

day morning, be- fore worship starts, 

look at the prepara- tion for worship box 

and pray on that theme.  Let people six 

blocks away hear those crazy Presbyteri-

ans shaking the roof on Sunday morn-

ing! 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Gary 

 
 

Church Participating in 2016 Junk Jaunt 

 The church will be participating in the annual Junk Jaunt 

on September 23rd-25th at the Custer County Fair Grounds.  

Please start thinking about what you can or would like to con-

tribute (no clothing please).  Pick-up and delivery of items can 

be provided.  More information will follow as the event gets 

closer.  If you have any questions or would like to help, please 

contact Mike Bell at 308-870-3591.  Thanks everyone! 


