
In Corinthians and Ephesians, the authors talk about how the old 
ways and old ideas must give way to the new.  Whether it was people 
letting go of the old laws of the Old Testament to a new understand-
ing that with Christ’s death and resurrection, a new way of living was 
here.  A new way of worship, a new way of living and a new hope of 
eternal life was now a reality. 

I am reminded of a story about a couple who moved into their grand-
parents’ home.  It was an old small house with one hall down the mid-
dle.  About ten years later, the couple decided to tear down the house 
and build a new one that would serve them for the rest of their lives. 

Much to the dismay of the woman, many of the materials from the old 
house were used in the building of the new one.  The doors, facings 
and other finishing lumber was used inside.  Everywhere she looked 
were parts of the old house --- doors that would not shut, crown 
molding split and full of nail holes and unfinished window trimming.  
She was very sad because she had longed for a new house and every-
where she looked she saw the old house. 

When God brings us into the kingdom, the old way of living must be 
dismantled and discarded.  This is easier said than done.  As we work 
to follow Jesus, sin will be all around us.  Satan will bring doubt, un-
comfortable memories and temptation to try to derail us from our 
goal of living a life pleasing to God.  The glorious part of the story is 
that because Jesus shed his blood for us, we have the opportunity to 
experience God’s grace and the promise of eternal life.  When the 
time comes for us to go home, all the old ways will be 
gone and a glorious new day with God begins. 

Blessings! 

Pastor Gary 
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March 2016 

Happy Easter! 

First Presbyterian Church 

925 N H St 

Broken Bow , NE 68822 

Telephone:: 308-872-2302 

Church Email: bbpcusa@msn.com 

Worship Service Hour: Sunday at 10:00 AM 

Moderator: Pastor Gary Smith 



Vance Vohland   Clients & Staff at MNIS 

Pauline Landreth   CPM 

Larry Fruhling & Family  Jody Hamilton & Micah Peace 

Nathan Langrud    

Paul Robison     

Lynn Berggren Family   

WEDNESDAY 3/2 Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG  and Confirmation Class 

SUNDAY 3/6  10:00 AM Worship 

WEDNESDAY 3/9 NO Quigley’s, J-Squad or Confirmation Class 

SUNDAY 3/13 10:00 AM Worship 

WEDNESDAY 3/16 Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG  and Deacon’s Meeting  

WEDNESDAY 3/16 Confirmation Class 

THURSDAY 3/17 Session Meeting 7:00 & Confirmation Class  

SUNDAY 3/20 10:00 AM Worship & Coffee Fellowship after service 

WEDNESDAY 3/23 Quigley’s, J-Squad Easter Party and Confirmation Class 

SUNDAY 3/27 10:00 AM Worship 

WEDNESDAY 3/30 Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG and Confirmation Class 

** Sunday, March 13th will be a service of Healing & Reconciliation ** 

 Thank you so much to everyone that participated in our Have a 
Heart Challenge for the food pantry.  Many of you 
dropped off cleaning supplies, canned food items, and 
toiletries that will be distributed to many of our com-
munity members in need.  The total amount of items 
donated were: 18 cleaning supply items, 11 cans of 
fruit, and 3 toiletry items for a total of 32 items.    
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Broken Bow Prayer Request 

What’s Happening This Month In Our Church 

The Results of Our “Have A Heart Challenge” 

T HE BR OKE N B OW   
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DATE  BREAD CUBES JUICE   BREAD LOAF 

March 6th Anita Schmidt Janice White  Thelma Betz 

April 3rd Dan Fisher  Tara Williams  Angie Palmer 

May 1st Dona Lee Lamb Sheryl Beckenhauer Leslea Wood-
ward 

 This church is blessed beyond measure with all 
of the wonderful youth we have attending here.  There 
are four kids that will be taking part in our Confirmation 
class this year.  Those individuals are Grant Reynolds, 
McKenna Palmer, Morgan McMeen, and Wyatt Wood-
ward.  These kids have committed to taking “that next 
step” in their walk of faith so please help us support 
them and lift them up in prayer. 
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Communion Schedule for March, April & May 

To Make You Smile!!!                           How You Can Serve 

Our 2016 Confirmation Class 

The church always needs Greeters, Ush-
ers, Acolytes, and Liturgist to help with 
Sunday Worship.  If you would like to 
help serve, please sign your name on the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex or contact 
the following worship leaders: 

March-Tara Williams 

April-Angie Palmer 

May-Dan Fisher 

We greatly appreciate all of our wonder-
ful volunteers!!! 



I understand that there have been some questions about the status of a search for a permanent pastor. When I 
was approached about serving as an interim here, I was asked to commit for a minimum of 18 to 24 months.  
The Committee on Ministry feels it is beneficial for a congregation to have some “down time” when a pastor 
leaves before immediately launching into the search for another. 
 
The Session has indicated they wish to take a thoughtful approach to the process.  As part of my role here, I 
will be working with the session and congregation soon to begin a discernment process to help seek  God’s 
plan for First Presbyterian Church.  Part of the role is to review activities and practices to see what fits well 
and what does not.  
 
The Committee on Ministry oversees my time here as your pastor.  The liaison from the Committee on Minis-
try will at some point check with me as to the progress we are making here at FPC.  The process of thought-
fully calling a pastor is one that often can take 18 to 36 months under ideal conditions.  It is important that 
everyone have an opportunity to share their expectations of what they see the church working toward to help 
in Christ’s ministry.  Until a clear vision exists, it will be difficult to search for a pastor and would be unfair to 
the individual to do so.  Some of the questions I have heard so far are: 
 
Why is there no pastor search committee formed? 

The Committee on Ministry must approve the formation of a pastor search committee and will expect a 
clear discernment process and a clear statement of mission and expectations of a future spiritual 
leader. 

 
Why does it take so long? 

The search for pastors takes at least two years if done properly.  The church must decide where it 
wants to go, resolve any latent issues lingering since the departure of the last pastor and be able to an-
swer some pretty hard questions from the Committee on Ministry about how the congregation has 
demonstrated a willingness to finance and support a new pastor. 

 
If it is going to take so long to get a new pastor, can we get an interim that can spend 40 hours at least here in 
the community? 

If the Session wishes to change interim pastors to look for one who can spend more time in the com-
munity, they can ask the Committee on Ministry to consider this request.  Ultimately it is the Commit-
tee on Ministry’s decision. 

 
Why did the congregation not approve the terms of the call for Pastor Gary? 

An interim pastor is contracted and approved by the Session.  As in the case with me, I preached a few 
Sundays to make sure everyone had a chance to meet me and listen to me preach. Once a permanent 
pastor is brought forward, the congregation will have voice on that selection. 

 
I hope that this information is beneficial to everyone.  If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with me. 
 
Pastor Gary 
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Update On Pastor Search Process 

T HE BR OKE N B OW   



M AR CH 201 6  

 The Session welcomed Brad Holcomb as a member of the class of 2018 and visited a bit with 

the Confirmation Class, who had attended the Ash Wednesday Service at the Methodist Church on 

February  10th.  Naturally, there have been questions regarding the formation of a Pastor Nominating 

Committee to search for a permanent pastor.  The Committee on Ministry, who strongly recom-

mended that we have an interim pastor, is comfortable with the church having an interim pastor for 

up to 24 months.  Session plans to have a visioning retreat sometime following Easter, and to follow 

this up with a visioning workshop for the entire Congregation.  This is to help clarify the Mission of 

this church and  to discern Gods plans for this church as we move forward.   

 The electricians have been working on the required wiring for the coming Media system.  Per 

capita has been set for 2016 at $30.00 per person.  This money goes to the Presbytery, Synod and 

General Assembly to cover the ministries of the larger church.   Session would greatly appreciate it, 

if members would help off-set this cost by sending a check , marked per capita. Quigley’s Easter 

Party has been scheduled for March 23. Session meetings will be held on the Third Thursday of each 

month beginning in March 2016 at 7:00 PM.   

If you have questions and/or concerns or know of people in need, please con-

tact Pastor Gary, the church office or any member of Session.   

March 2nd-  Quigley’s/J-Squad: Andra White & PTFG: Heather Wright 

March 9th– No Youth Group 

March 16th– Quigley’s/J-Squad: Katie Custer & PTFG: Wanda Eberle 

March 23rd– Quigley’s/J-Squad: Jenn Weems 

March 30th– Quigley’s/J-Squad: Kim Coble & PTFG: Open 

Thank you all so much for providing food for our kids!!!!! 
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Notes from Session Meeting on 2/11/2016 

Quigley’s, J-Squad & PTFG Snack Schedule for March 

Financial Update 
Below you will find a summary of stewardship giving for January 2016. 

Balance, January 1st, 2016- $20,855.67 

YTD Receipts-$8,401.59 

YTD Expenses-$7,312.44 

Ending Balance for January 2016- $21,944.82 



Birthdays     Anniversaries 

Mike Holcomb 3/1   No Anniversaries This Month 

Paul Loomer 3/4 

Kelcie Westerhold 3/5 

Alexis Pflaster 3/8 

Griffin Wright 3/11 

Russ Smith 3/12 

Danyelle Pflaster 3/15 

Wanda Eberle 3/17 

Allie Borders 3/19 

Elizabeth Reynolds 3/24 

Katie Jones 3/25 

Stacie McMeen 3/26 

925 N H St 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell: 620-481-7767 

FIRST  PR ES BYTE RIAN 

CHURCH  

Living God, on the first day of the week you 
brought to birth a new creation through the glo-
rious resurrection of Jesus Christ. Fill us with 
the hope and joy of new beginnings, so that we 
may share the good news of your liberating, life
-giving power with all the world; through Christ 
our Savior, who is alive and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, now and always. Matthew 28:1-
10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:12 / Years ABC  

Easter Services 

Maundy Thursday– 7:00 PM, March 24th At Our 
Savior Lutheran Church  in Broken Bow 

Good Friday– 7:00 PM, March 25th At Evangeli-
cal Free Church in Broken Bow 

 

A Prayer for Easter Sunday 

Worship Hour is Sunday at 10:00  AM 
Youth Groups Are Wednesday 3:30-

5:15 PM 

Find Us On Facebook 
at FPC Broken Bow 

~March~ 


