
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And be-

hold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 

(ESV) 

In the scripture, Jesus makes it very clear that God has given us the au-

thority through Jesus to go out and bring people to God: baptize them, 

teach them and love them.  So why do you think that that message gets 

lost so often?  The passage of scripture from Matthew is often referred to 

as the “Great Commission.”  It is virtually recognized by every denomina-

tion and is the basis for much of our teachings in the church.   So, I ask 

you again, why does this message get lost or better yet, ignored. 

In the 1950’s churches got lazy in the sense that worship and church was 

a social function of a community.  People felt obligated to go to church; 

they weren’t motivated because of faith, it was simply the thing a person 

did to be acceptable in the sight of their peers.  I would suggest the term 

“country club church” developed during this time.  Pastor Thom Rainer 

has identified several types of not-so-great church members.  One in par-

ticular that he calls the “entitled” makes me shudder.  That is the member 

who figures they pay their “dues” and are entitled to the services of the 

church, to have things look the way they want it, keep the temperature 

the way they want it and to consider the pastor their personal chaplain. 

Obviously, this member is not interested in reaching outside the walls of 

the church to bring others to God.  

The other type member that concerns me is the “denier.”  They are the 

ones who refuse to admit that attendance is not what it used to be and 

that the programs and activities aren’t there anymore.  A few years ago, I 

met with a church who was seeking a pastor. In the Church Information 

Form, it stated that the church had a “vibrant” youth ministry.  When I 

preached a few times there, I noticed no one under the age of 50 was in 

attendance. They opened the church doors at precisely five minutes be-

fore the service and shut off the lights five minutes after the service, even 

if there were people still in the sanctuary.  When I met with the elders, I 

asked about their youth program.  I was told the kids had a great time.  

They met once a month and did all kinds of activities.  Point blank, I 

asked if their youth program used to be active but not now?  One brave 

woman said that I spoke the truth and that the rest of the people were just 

in denial that none of the kids did anything anymore. Deniers hurt a 

church even more than the entitled folk. 

A Note From Pastor Gary 
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A Note From Pastor Gary (continued) 
There are other types of members but the two examples should be enough to give you an idea of 

why many churches find themselves not as vibrant and relevant as they used to be.  I have posted a 

number of articles on the church Facebook page recently about how congregations do value wor-

ship and do value listening to the Bible included in sermons and teachings as well as music.  

There are various discussions about why folks don’t come to church anymore or why it is seldom 

that a new family will make its way to the church.  The reality is that we have to go out and meet 

them where they are.  I am not saying we give up Sunday worship at all.  Actually, I am suggesting 

that as we work with others outside of church, they will develop a better understanding of the need 

for worship. Worship and church activities is only as important to younger folks as it was to their par-

ents.  There are plenty of excuses but the reality is that it boils down to how important God is in your 

life, how you demonstrate that to your family and the community.   Do we have Wednesday church 

like some others do to catch families who work on Sundays? It’s possible.  Is it necessary to con-

tinue to go out in the community to share the word of salvation?  Absolutely. 

Sunday worship is not dead; however, countless studies tell us that unless a vibrant Christian Edu-

cation program is established in a church, Sunday activities will cease to exist along with the church. 

It is the availability of fellowship, study and worship opportunities outside Sunday worship that will 

continue to bring members back and new people to explore the church.  So where does one start?  

Prayer and lots of it: individual, collective and prayer groups meeting regularly praying for members 

and those in the community that are not church.  Praying that priorities put God first above other 

things.  Prayer that the Spirit will move in a big way to be an inviting place for people to be.  Church 

can be a safe place for youth to learn to socialize and discover that socializing can be accomplished 

without alcohol, drugs or cliques. Church can be a great place to learn about God and to share 

one’s faith with others.   

Finally, I would suggest that commitment is important for a church.  Look around on Sundays and 

see who is there and who is not there.  What message are we sending to our kids about who at-

tends church? What message are we sending to the community? 

To me it is all about being honest about what the church should be, building on the traditions of the 

past but not afraid to move things around and to explore new ideas to engage younger folks and ab-

sent members.  In the facilitating that I conduct for various nonprofits, I always suggest that the best 

place to start is praying that God will show you the way.  I think that is most certainly a good place to 

start. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Gary 



Molly Custer  Betty Carland  Vance Vohland 

Pauline Landreth Annette Sloggett Paul Robison 

Maxine Glaze  Darrell White  Kay Norden 

Steve Land  Mike Sorsen  People of MNIS 

Glenn Emmert  LaVern Pflaster  Gary Auch Moedy 

Roger Loehr  Norma Yantzie  Family Member fighting stage  

      brain cancer. 

Monday 5/1  Women’s Salad Supper at 6:00 
Wednesday  5/3  Last day of Quigley’s, Picnic at Tomahawk   

Thursday 5/4  Bible Study at 6:00pm   
Sunday 5/7  10:00 AM Worship Service  
Thursday 5/11  Session Meeting at 6:00pm & Bible Study at 6:00pm  
Sunday 5/14  10:00 AM Worship Service (Happy Mother’s Day!)   
Wednesday 5/17 Deacons Meeting at 7:00   
Thursday 5/18  Bible Study at 6:00pm   
Sunday 5/21  10:00 AM Worship Service & Coffee Fellowship 
Thursday 5/25  Bible Study at 6:00pm 
Sunday 5/28  10:00 AM Worship Service  
Tuesday 5/30 &  Wednesday 5/31 Vacation Bible School at the Methodist Church 
**Bible School registration forms & a volunteer sign-up sheet are located in the 
Narthex.  Thank you! 
 

So many things are made possible because of amazing individuals like 
you!  Below you will find a summary of stewardship giving for March 
2017.  Thank you all again for your many contributions!!! 

Balance, January 1st 2017- $15,661.66 

YTD Receipts– $25,682.86 

YTD Expenses- $24,445.36 

Ending Balance for March 2017- $16,899.16 
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Prayer Request 

What’s Happening In Our Church 

Financial Report 

T h e  B r o k en  B o w  S c r i b e  



M ay  

On Sunday, April 30th, our church celebrated Confirmation & we also recognized our Gradu-
ating Seniors!  So many family & friends gathered together that day to celebrate the com-
mitments & outstanding accomplishments of some of the wonderful youth we are blessed 
to have belong here at our church.  The Seniors that were recognized this year were: Brit-
tany Reynolds, Layna Garey, Andrew Miller, Hunter Smith & Emily Jones.  This years Confir-
mation class included: Callie White, Lucas Bell, Ava Williams, Jessy Lowe, Lainey Palmer, 
Kylen Borders, Bailey Motley, Qwentin Coble, and Andrika Smith. 

We are so proud of each & every one of you!!! 

 

Page 4 

 Congratulations Seniors & Confirmation Students! 

Christian Education Update  

 Our Christian Ed Committee has been working hard to 
make plans for this years Vacation Bible School.  The theme 
for this years Bible School is Heroes!!!  VBS is for all kids age 
3 through (entering) the 5th grade.  It starts on Tuesday, May 
30th and it goes through Friday, June 2nd.  Each family that 
has a child attending VBS is asked to provide a dozen cook-
ies to help cover snacks for all the kiddos through the course 
of the week.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for any-
one that would like to volunteer to help out with Bible 
School (which our church is facilitating this year) and there 
are also registration sheets as well.  If you have any ques-
tions or feel called to serve, please contact the church office 
at 308-872-2302.  Thank you! 



Happy Mother’s Day!!!! 

How You Can Serve 

Our church always needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes, and Liturgist to help with Sunday Worship.  We are 

also in need of some individuals that are willing to learn how to run the audio & projector for Sunday morn-

ing worship services.  If you would like to help serve, please sign your name on the sign-up sheet located in 

the Narthex, contact Bill Reichert at 308-872-2190 or contact the following worship leaders: 

May- Bev Schwisow 

June- Paul Loomer 

July- Roger Loehr 

If you haven’t ever served before, please considering doing so!  This is a great way to help out 

and get involved with the church service!  If you have any questions, please also feel fee to con-

tact the church office at 308-872-2302 or Pastor Gary at 620-481-7767.  Thank you all so much! 

We would like to wish a Happy Mother’s 

Day to all the wonderful, giving, hard-

working, thoughtful Moms in our lives!   

May God continue to bless you & guide 

you through the journey of motherhood! 

 

Thank you!!!- A Letter From Pauline Landreth 

Thank you all for coming down to share the beautiful & delicious cake that De De made and 

to Alice, Janice, Thelma and Ann Owen for serving all of  

it.  Also, thank you to everyone that helped set up & 

decorate the tables.  “I had a wonderful 95th Birthday 

Party and my church family was a big part of it”, said 

Pauline. 

 



To Make You Smile!!!! 



Notes From Session 

Session met Thursday, April 27.  Doug Birnie gave an update on the progress of the PNC.  
The committee is working diligently and has written a new Vision Statement for the 
church.  Bill Reichert is contacting persons to serve as liturgists and ushers throughout the 
year.  Thank you, Bill!   
Recipients of the church scholarship were Andrew Miller, Brittany Reynolds and Layna Ga-
rey.  These Scholarships were presented by Nate Bell at the Honors Banquet early in April.  
Congratulations Graduates and thank you Nate!   
De Loehr is chairperson for Vacation Bible School.  The Presbyterians are in charge this 
year and are needing volunteers, student aides, and adult volunteers to serve snacks, be 
class leaders, etc.  Please sign up in the Narthex or call Jenn, De, Gretchen, or Elizabeth if 
you are able to help!    Pastor Gary and Pastor Counts are doing the opening and closing 
services, Betty Langrud is in charge of crafts,  De and Roger Loehr are doing music, Amy 
Taylor is teaching science, Shasta Leggett is in charge of recreation, and the theme this 
year is SUPER HEROES.   
Handicapped parking designations will be repainted within the next couple of months.  
The Mission Committee will be donating $500 to the Central Plains Center for Services.  
PTFG is planning a Mission trip to Colorado this summer.  Session will be meeting on May 
11, at 6:00 p.m.   
 
 
There was a special Session meeting on Sunday morning, April 30.  It was moved, sec-
onded and passed to welcome the Confirmands, Callie white, Quentin Coble, Bailey Mot-
ley, Andrika Smith, Ava Williams, Jessy Lowe, Kylen Borders, Lainey Palmer and Lucas Bell 
as members of this Congregation.  What a blessing these young people are to all of us!  
Congratulations to each of you! 
 
 

 

 

• Ecclesiastes 4:9 • 
"Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labor." 

When individuals work together, they can double their strength and get much more done as a team. 
They also reap the value of having worked in unison, thus creating harmony instead of disorder. 
Working as one people begins with the efforts of each person, as they work with another person. 



Birthdays:     Anniversaries: 

5/1 Billy Hendricks   5/12 Billy & Vicki Hendricks 

5/2 Anita Schmidt 

5/9 Owen Hartman 

5/12 Grayson Garey 

5/15 Lucas Jones 

5/16 Doug Birnie   

5/16 Janice White 

5/17 Alice Lucas 

5/22 Marcus Miller 

5/23 Cole Jones 

5/25 Greg Williams 

5/25 Lainey Palmer 

5/26 Darleen Olson 

5/27 Wyatt Woodward 

5/29 Andra White 

 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h  

Session Members  Deacons 
Class of 2017:    Class of 2017: 

Dan Fisher     Sheryl Beckenhauer 

Angie Palmer    Leslea Woodward 

Gretchen Gallentine   Donalee Lamb  

 

Class of 2018:    Class of 2018: 

Brad Holcomb    Eric Langrud  

Bev Schwisow    Ann Owen 

Bill Reichert     Alice Lucas 

 

Class of 2019:    Class of 2019: 

Anita Schmidt    Marcia Simmons 

Roger Loehr     Kelcie Westerhold 

Paul Loomer     Diane Ellingson 

Session Members & Deacons 

925 North H Street 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell:  

620-481-7767 

Worship Service Hour is Sunday 

at 10:00 AM. 

Find Us On Facebook at First 

Presbyterian Church Broken Bow , 

Nebraska 

May 


