
As some of you know, I spent some time in Edgar, Nebraska as a young kid.  As I was 
looking at the calendar today I realized that May Day is Sunday.  I don’t honestly know 
if May Day is a big deal now with social media and most folks not always knowing their 
neighbors.   

It was a big deal to my mom and she was determined that she would embarrass her 
first grade son (me) by making me deliver May baskets to every single girl in my class. 
There were a lot of girls. I was terrified because my dad told me that the tradition was 
you set the basket on the stoop, knock on the door and then ran like crazy because if 
the girl caught you they would kiss you.  

I WAS MORTIFIED! 

For about a week, I looked at the calendar every day and dreaded the upcoming event.  
My mom made miniature baskets out of cupcake papers with pipe cleaners as handles.  
She loaded them with all kinds of stuff and I had to write a note for each one…ugh. My 
biggest fear was a distant second cousin who was in my class.  When I would leave 
school each day, she would try to chase me down and drag me over to her house, liter-
ally, to pretend we were married and bake cookies and other stuff. Yuck again.  It was 
not something a six-year-old boy was interested in.  So as each day passed, I knew that 
as hard as it was for me to escape from school, I didn’t have a chance with her waiting 
for me on her stoop.  It was also the custom for the mothers of the boys to call ahead 
so all the girls were waiting for us. 

The first of the deliveries actually went pretty well.  Some of the girls gave me a gift 
back and said thank you.  I was thinking this gift swapping with girls might not be a bad 
thing after all.  We made the circuit through town, out in the country and then back 
into town.  The last stop was my most dreaded.  I prayed she would not be home.  That 
was the time I discovered that God doesn’t always answer prayers the way we would 
like.  As I dropped the basket and rang the bell, I prayed my mom left the car door 
open: she did not.  I headed for the car, Dukes of Hazard style sliding around the front 
bumper of a 55 Chevrolet and if you are old enough to know about those cars, they had 
big vertical bumpers on both sides.  My jeans caught the bumper and I went down in 
the gravel.  Just as I was getting my self-respect together somebody grabbed my arm 
and pulled me up.  All I knew was I thought I was being attacked by a wild animal or 
something as my hair was getting all messed up then I realized somebody was shaking 
the grass out of my hair and I thought my mom came to rescue me.   

I was wrong...terribly wrong. 

My cousin had ahold of me and was determined to get her reward…I had heard from 
second grade boys that if a girl kissed you on the lips, your teeth would fall out.  Having 
already knocked out several teeth, I wasn’t too excited to lose any more and have to 
wear false teeth like my grandad.  

And then it happened… 

It was wet.  It was warm, and it lasted at least 300 years.  My first kiss.  I looked up and 
my mom was smiling at me from inside the car.  She later told me that she was doing 
everything she could do to not break out in hysterical laughter and make me feel bad.  
        -Continued on page 5 
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Vance Vohland Dennis Cosner 

Pauline Landreth Jeff McMeen 

Dave Green  Joline Stuwart 

Paul Robison  Leah Duffer & family 

Bill Woodworth Family 

Molly Custer 

Sunday 5/1  10:00 AM Worship & Youth Recognition Coffee Fellowship 

Wednesday 5/4  Last day for Quiley’s, J-Squad & PTFG (Picnic at Tomahawk Park) 

Sunday 5/8  10:00 AM Worship (Happy Mother’s Day!!!) 
Sunday 5/15  10:00 AM Worship 
Wednesday 5/18 Deacons Meeting at 7:00 
Thursday 5/19  Session Meeting at 7:00 
Sunday 5/22  10:00 AM Worship 
Sunday 5/29  10:00 AM Worship 
Tuesday 5/31  Bible School Begins 
**Bible School registration forms & a volunteer sign-up sheet are located in 
the Narthex.  Thank you! 

So many things are made possible because of amazing individuals like 
you!  Below you will find a summary of stewardship giving for March 
2016.  Thank you all again for your many contributions!!! 

Balance, January 1st 2016- $20,855.67 

YTD Receipts- $25,943.52 

YTD Expenses- $26,943.46 

Ending Balance for March 2016- $19,855.73 
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Prayer Request 

What’s Happening In Our Church 

Financial Report 

T h e  B r o k en  B o w  S c r i b e  

Ethan Langrud, grandson of Tom and Betty Lan-
grud,  is scheduled to have his heart surgery on May 4 
at Children's Hospital in Omaha.   They will be patch-
ing a hole between the ventricles of his heart which is 

a congenital heart de-
fect.  Ethan is the son of Mark 
and Andrea Langrud of Lin-
coln. 



M ay  

 I have been attending the Presbyterian Church for 73 years, and am definitely a 50+ 
year member. It was my blessing to be raised by parents, Helen & Elbert Davis, who led my 
brother Dave & I to the Presbyterian Church, at around ages 2 & 7.  The church we first at-
tended was on North 10th, the current Seventh Day Adventist Church. Chuck and I were the 
first couple to be married here in our current church in 1961.  It was in this church that we 
brought up our three children- Brad, Mike, and Melinda.   

 Favorite memories are many. Tuxis club, our youth group that was led by pastor Em-
ery Roy, was a very influential part of my teen years. Then in our married years, Chuck and 
I were blessed to be in the company of men and women who truly encouraged us in our 
faith walk. Memories of retreats at Westminster Woods (our church camp near Lexington, 
NE), is another favorite.  

 When I was about 23, Pastor Bob McCleary asked me if I would be willing to direct a 
youth choir. I kind of laughed and said I really was not the director type and really just sang 
an average alto. He convinced me to just try it. I am still trying it!  All of the children 
through the years are definitely a favorite memory. Our congregation is a family of believ-
ers and caring people----the Best! I am so thankful to be a part of the family.  
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  Member Spotlight– Ann Holcomb 

      Christian Education Update  

 Bible School dates have been set and plans are being made for 
the children using the theme “Surf Shack”.  The days will begin at 9 
a.m. until 12:00 noon, Tuesday, May 31, through Friday, June 3.  
Classes will be divided as follows:  Pre-Kindergarten, (must be at least 
3 years old), Kindergarten, Grades 1and 2, 3 and 4.  Placement in 
classes is based on the grade the child is going to enter this coming 
fall.  Helpers are needed and youth entering grade 5 and older are 
encouraged to volunteer as teaching aides.   Bible School will be held 
in conjunction with Our Savior Lutheran Church, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, First Presbyterian Church and will be hosted by the United 
Methodist Church.  We are grateful to Betty Langrud for teaching art 
again this year, and to De Loehr for teaching music this year.   All chil-
dren are invited and welcome to attend!  Registration forms will be 
available in the narthex along with a sheet for volun-
teers.   



To Make You Smile!!! 

Pastor Search Progress 

How You Can Serve 

Our church always needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes, and 

Liturgist to help with Sunday Worship.  If you would like 

to help serve, please sign your name on the sign-up sheet 

located in the Narthex or contact the following worship 

leaders: 

May- Dan Fisher 

June- Michelle Miller 

July- Brad Holcomb 

If you haven’t ever served before, please considering do-

ing so!  This is a great way to help out and get involved 

with the church service!  If you have any questions, please 

also feel fee to contact the church office at 308-872-2302 

or Pastor Gary at 620-481-7767.  Thank you all so much! 

Here is an update on the process to develop a process to work on a pastor search.  A formal request has 

been sent to the Moderator of the Presbytery and the Moderator of the Committee on Ministry of the desire 

of our Session to have a face-to-face meeting with them as soon as is possible.  I have followed that request 

with several phone calls and in-person requests with the Moderator of the Committee on Ministry. 

In the meantime, I will continue with the discussions with the Session and training as to the types of a call 

and the types of a selection that can be used and how best to seek out through the direction of the Holy 

Spirit, the person who is called to join this congregation.  It is my hope that I can get the committee to com-

mit to a meeting before the end of May before all the committee members scatter for the summer months. 

Pastor Gary 

Session Notes 
 The Session met on April 28.  Bill Reichert, Bev Schwisow and Gretchen Gallentine were welcomed aboard and 

session is pleased to have all positions filled.   Bill will serve as chairperson of the Worship Committee, Bev will serve as 

chairperson of the Personnel Committee and Gretchen will continue to serve as Clerk.    Gary Smith and Jim Gallentine, 

(serving  as Commissioner ) attended  the Presbytery meeting in Minden on April 2.  Plans continue for Bible school.  

Several youth have volunteered  to help and registration forms are available in the narthex for those wishing to attend.  

Session appreciates Luke Bell being willing to mow at the manse this summer.   The Church Bylaws, last updated in 

2002, are currently being updated to comply with the 2015-2017 Book of Order.  Representatives of the Committee on 

Ministry have been invited to visit with Session regarding the Pastor Search process.   Members of the Worship com-

mittee are invited to meet with Session at the next meeting on May 19 to discuss final plans for the new media system.    



 

Well, my cousin hugged me and I looked around very worried on two levels:  first that I had wiped out in the dirt 
being chased by a girl and second, I got kissed right there in the middle of the street! Apparently there were no 
witnesses. 

 

Mom got out and met my attacker’s mom at the edge of the street who apparently had seen the whole thing.  I 
was beginning to think it was a conspiracy.  I was left to make small talk with a girl who wanted to talk about baking 
cookies, dolls, a miniature kitchen set and wanted to know if I wanted to come inside.  I told her I had to help my 
dad dig a septic tank.  I had no idea what a septic tank was but I had heard the term and it certainly sounded im-
portant.  She nodded and went over to spend time with the other women.  I guess the sewer analogy was just too 
much for her.  I fled into the safety of the car and prayed my mom would hurry up. 

 

Eventually mom got back into the car and she turned to me and said that she had better not hear about me kissing 
any girls at school.  I felt my face turn red and she said she was joking.  Oh crap, school. Will my kissing cousin kiss 
and tell?  Will she go to school and tell all the other kids? My life was over. 

 

When I got home, my dad did allay my fears in several areas of concern:  First I leaned that since my dad was 
adopted my distant cousin wasn’t really my blood relation. My dad’s explanation helped relieve some of my anxi-
ety. He also said that my cousin’s mom promised my mom that my cousin would keep her mouth shut if I promised 
to go over with my mom next Saturday and play board games.  It was a sacrifice but one had to make choices in 
life. Besides, I kind of had a new impression of her anyway that girls were worth investigating further. 

 

My life was restored: all was right in the universe. 

 

So what truths can be derived by my life experience? 

 

God doesn’t always answer our prayers the way we want them. 

I later discovered that having girls as friends was a good thing. 

Being on the receiving end of a girl’s favor usually meant cookies, treats and yeah, later on, some more kissing. 

Having great childhood memories warms the soul. 

We as supporters of the kids of our church are helping to form their memories of their childhood and we need 
to make sure they are good ones. 

 

God has entrusted us with the most precious thing that our Lord possesses: children. Let us pray daily for them and 
lift them up to God as a joy and a fulfillment of the prophesy. 

 

Happy May Day, 

Pastor Gary 



Birthdays:      Anniversaries: 

5/1 Billy Hendricks   5/12 Billy & Vicki Hendricks 

5/2 Anita Schmidt 

5/9 Owen Hartman 

5/12 Grayson Garey 

5/15 Lucas Jones 

5/16 Doug Birnie & Janice White 

5/17 Alice Lucas 

5/22 Marcus Miller 

5/23 Cole Jones 

5/25 Greg Williams 

5/26 Darleen Olson 

5/27 Wyatt Woodward 

5/29 Andra White 

Please let me know if I missed 
anyone!  Thank you! 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h  

Session Members  Deacons 
Class of 2016:    Class of 2016: 

Mike Bell     Thelma Betz 

Andra White     Janice White 

Michelle Miller    Anita Schmidt 

 

Class of 2017:    Class of 2017: 

Dan Fisher     Sheryl Beckenhauer 

Angie Palmer    Leslea Woodward 

Gretchen Gallentine   Donalee Lamb 

 

Class of 2018:    Class of 2018: 

Brad Holcomb    Eric Langrud 

Bill Reichert     Ann Owen 

Bev Schwisow    Alice Lucas 

Session Members & Deacons 

925 North H Street 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell:  

620-481-7767 

Worship Service Hour is Sunday 

at 10:00 AM. 

Find Us On Facebook at 

FPC Broken Bow 

May 


