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A Note From Pastor Gary...
“Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent
greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150).

The Broken Bow Scribe

The First Presbyterian Church

As you read this message, July is history and August presents new opportunities and challenges. Thanks to the commitment and dedication of so many
of you, July was a great time of worshipping but also sharing time with
friends and family in God’s House. You came together each Sunday for worship but also for fellowship and an opportunity to bond in the joy that is Jesus
Christ. Just as the scripture above says, we are to praise God in all places,
to praise him with worship, song and words of praise. That praise also includes good food, good fellowship and good company of other Christians. It
is also an opportunity to show those still looking for God to experience the
joy that is knowing Jesus and sharing that love with others.
The activities in June and July included vacation Bible school, weekly worship activities, outreach to members in care facilities, sharing God’s message on the radio and in the newspaper, and sharing our ministry throughout
the community. We are looking forward to worshipping in the park on August
27th and enjoying a potluck after worship. On August 21st, I will be preaching
about the influence that God’s creation has had on civilization such as solar
eclipses and the fact that such wonders are truly a testament to the power
and glory that is God. Our young adults will be sharing their experiences with
the past work trip and we will be praying and equipping them to return back
to school classes later in the month. Sunday school is finalized and will start
in September. Quigleys and PTFG sponsors are ready and excited for the
kids to be back each Wednesday afternoon.
Here’s hoping that everyone enjoyed the time at the fair and the community
activities. We have started recording our services and they are available on
our web page at www.fpcbb.org. By the end of August, we hope to have the
technology in place to livecast our services. It is an exciting time to be involved in the life of the church. I hope you will continue to pray that God will
continue to guide us into new areas of ministry at FPC.
Blessings to you all!
Pastor Gary

What’s Happening In Our Church
Sunday 8/6

10:00 AM Worship Service

Thursday 8/10

6:00 PM Christian Ed Meeting here at the Church

Sunday 8/13

10:00 AM Worship Service

Wednesday 8/16 No Deacons Meeting
Thursday 8/17

Session Meeting at 6:00 PM

Sunday 8/20

10:00 AM Worship Service

Monday 8/21

Special Solar Eclipse Sermon (more details to come)

Sunday 8/27

10:00 AM Worship Service at
Tomahawk Park followed by church potluck dinner

Announcements
-CALLING ALL MEN....1st Presbyterian church is hosting an Ecumenical Men's Night on Monday, September 25, 2017 from 6:30 - 9:00. The evening will begin with a soup & sandwich supper followed by a
program featuring Christian Comedian and former pastor, Dennis Swanberg. Plan now to invite a friend
or two and join us for what's we pray will be an annual men's fellowship. God bless us!
-Bible Study will resume on Thursday, September 7th. Several have expressed a desire to start later
than 6 so we will meet at 7 and decide together when to meet. We will continue on chapter 2 of "What
Would Jesus Ask". Everyone is invited to join us in this time of study and prayer.
-KIDS OF ALL AGES.....Sunday School begins at 9:00 a.m. on September 4th. We will have Bible Study,
videos, crafts, music and even a snack. We hope you will invite a friend and join us for continued learning from God's Word. Adults will meet for discussion in the coffee area behind the
sanctuary. A nursery will be provided in the area across from the offices. C U Soon!

Financial Report
Thank you everyone for your continued contributions! What a blessing you all
are!!!! Here is a summary of stewardship for the month of June:
Beginning Balance as of January 2017: $15,661.66
YTD Contributions: $51,294.90
YTD Expenses: $48,194.27
Ending balance as of June 31st 2017: $18,762.29
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A Prayer For Back To School
It’s hard to believe that summer is coming to an end and
soon our children will be starting another school year. It is
such an exciting time for students and their families! The
kids enjoy meeting their new teacher, they have the chance
to build new friendships as well as reunite with old ones,
and they start getting back into all the school programs.
We want to say an extra prayer for our children & the educators that will be working with them this upcoming year.
May God guide them & protect them all, as they embark on
this upcoming school year!

How You Can Get Involved With YOUR Church
We are always looking for acolytes, ushers, liturgists, and also someone to run the projector. If you are
interested in helping out in any way, please contact Pastor Gary, Jenn, or the
monthly worship leader. Here are the worship leaders for the next few months:
August– Anita Schmidt
September– Gretchen Gallentine
October– Angie Palmer

Sunday School Classes Beginning!
As we mentioned last month, Sunday School for all ages will begin Sunday, September 3rd. De & Roger will be teaching K-6th, if there is an
interest for grades 7th-9th, then there will be a teacher for you! More
details to come for grades 10th thru adult. We will have Bible based
lessons, music & crafts for the younger ones, and fellowship with one
another. Start now in planning to join us on Sunday, September 3rd,
from 9-9:45am. If you have any questions, please contact De!
We can’t wait to see everyone!!!
August
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Notes From The June Session Meeting
The Session met on Thursday, June 15. The Clerk reported the death of Vance Vohland on
May 18, 2017. Vance had donated the Memorial Money received when his wife, Nancy,
died to purchase the new Presbyterian Church Hymnals we are presently using. Vance will
be greatly missed.
Janice White was elected to serve as church Financial Secretary replacing Dorothy Carr
who has served for at least 10 years. Members of Session wish to express their deep appreciation to Dorothy for her service and to Janice for accepting this important position.
Church Window, a financial software and service program, has been approved by Session
and is now being used in the church office.
Several Quigley’s kids participated in Bible School held in early June. Youth volunteers
helping with Bible School and doing a fantastic job were: Callie White, Gavin Wright, Andrika Smith, Wyatt Woodward, Brycen Woodward, Jessy Lowe and Bailey Motley. Adult
volunteers were Deanne Loehr, Chairperson and Music; Pastor Gary, Worship Services,
Daily Lesson; Betty Langrud, Arts and Crafts; plus others who helped with the daily
snacks, and served as teacher aides.
Gretchen Gallentine, Clerk

Help Needed
If you would be willing to help with
Quigley’s in anyway, with Sunday
School or in the nursery Sunday mornings, please contact Elizabeth Reynolds, Gretchen Gallentine, Deanne
Loehr or Jenn Weems. The Church office phone number is 308-872-2302.
Thanks everyone!!!!
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A Good Read….
The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to
Shur. And he said, “Hagar…”
— Genesis 16:7-8
Although Hagar was not aware of it, God cared about her also as she ran from her wonders. As her sandaled feet moved swiftly over the rough, rocky terrain that emptied into an endless desert, I imagine she
must have felt lonely, confused, terrified, and angry.
I expect she mentally replayed the scene with Sarah over and over again. Maybe she even had an imaginary confrontation: Just who do you think you are? Your name might mean “princess,” but you’re nothing
but a bitter, barren old woman. As for sleeping with your husband, do you think I enjoyed that for even
one moment? I was just doing my duty. Now I’m carrying his child, which is more than you could ever say.
And you’d better not follow me or I’ll run and run and keep on running until I’m so far away you will
never find me. And the old man will never have his baby.
One reason I think Hagar may have had an imaginary confrontation with Sarah is that I often rehearse
imaginary conversations with my wonders, honing my words like knives on flint until they are not only
sharp, but seem brilliant to me. Of course, as my words get sharper and sharper, I find myself feeling angrier and more justified in self-pity or in plotting revenge. Although I would never speak the words out
loud, they shred my inner peace because they keep my focus on “them,” and what they did to me.
Instead of having an imaginary conversation with myself, I would be better served by pouring out my
heart to God in prayer. Yet I have discovered that while I may have an endless supply of angry words for a
one-sided conversation in my mind, I find myself at a deplorable loss for words in prayer. When that happens and I struggle for words, I often turn to David’s prayers in the Psalms and use them as my own. For
example,
Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my sighing.
Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for to You I pray.
In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before You and wait in expectation…
The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; You hate all who do wrong.
You destroy those who tell lies…
Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness because of my enemies —
Make straight Your way before me.
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A Good Read (continued)
Not a word from their mouth can be trusted…
Let their intrigues be their downfall…
But let all who take refuge in You be glad; let them ever sing for joy.
Spread Your protection over them, that those who love Your name may rejoice in You.
For surely, O Lord, You bless the righteous; You surround them with your favor as with a shield. — Psalm 5
David’s honesty in his prayers resonates with my heart. Often he begins his prayer complaining, crying
out, expressing anger toward his enemies, but invariably he ends his prayer with praise of God. You can
almost pinpoint the place where his focus changes from “them” to “Him.”
I know by experience what David knew. Prayer can help heal your hurt. It can take the sting away. One
reason is that it can help put your wounding in perspective. When I focus on God and who He is, my wonders don’t seem so intimidating and my hurt somehow becomes smaller.
So may I encourage you? Put the brakes on any runaway mental conversations you may be having with
those who have wounded you. If you don’t, and those sharp words careen recklessly across the highway
of your healing journey, your wounded heart and life are going to end up as something like splattered
roadkill. At the very least, you will delay, and perhaps even deny, the healing God wants to give you.
And while the damage may not be readily apparent to anyone else, you will miss out on the blessing and
purpose God has for you.
Maybe you are not having any imaginary conversations — no one-sided, mental confrontations with your
wonders. Instead, maybe you are having actual conversations… but with others, not with the ones who
hurt you. Perhaps you have gravitated to people who have also been wounded. As you repeatedly open
your wounds to sympathetic ears, you begin to feel not only supported and encouraged, but also justified
in your hardness of heart. It’s as though your deterioration into a bitter, angry person is not only something you can blame on the wonder, but also a means of revenge. You want others to know how bad that
person has been by showing them how miserable you are. It reminds me of an old saying:
Bitterness is like drinking poison hoping the other person gets sick.
Who have you invited to “drink the poison” with you? How long is the guest list for your pity party? Are
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A Good Read (continued)
you gathering an audience to listen to your angry complaints, witness your heated tears, and stir up the
same outrage you feel for the offender? Unfortunately, pity parties never result in authentic benefit or
blessing; they just enlarge, deepen, and intensify the wound by repeatedly exposing it. At the very least,
these kinds of discussions with others will keep you focused on your hurts instead of focused on your
Healer.
Hagar’s focus was definitely not on her Healer. She was running. And she was running on “the road to
Shur.” (Genesis 16:17) That was the road to Egypt. Hagar was going back. Back home to her mother. Back
home to the familiar pagans of Egypt. Back home to where she used to belong. She reminds me of the
apostle Peter, who went back to his prior life of fishing after his dismal failure as a disciple when he denied his Lord. (John 21:3)
When we fail at trying to do the right thing, or live the right way, or say the right words, or be the right
person, or fit into the right fellowship, we often just want to give up and say, “I can’t do this. I’m going
back to the life I used to know.” The familiarity of a former way of life, or old friends, or previous habits
can seem to be comfortable at a time when we’re rejected or wounded by God’s people.
The “world” of Egypt seems safer than the “church” of Abraham’s tent. But going back only increases our
misery, doesn’t it? We can’t go back. Not really. Because we can remember what it was like to be in God’s
presence and to be part of His family with a greater purpose to life than just living for ourselves. Yet we
find ourselves in a Catch-22.
We don’t really want to go back to our former way of life, but we don’t feel we fit in with God’s people
either. Which is why God Himself needs to show up.
It was at this miserable moment on the road to Shur as Hagar was not only running away, but running
back, that God showed up and taught her a profound life lesson:
Even if you run from the wonders, you can’t outrun God.
As she ran, her heart must have been beating out of her chest. Her breath must have come in shallow
gasps, either from the physical exertion or the panic she surely experienced when
the angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert. — Genesis 16:7

Page 7

Th e Broken Bow Scribe

A Good Read (continued)
God did show up! Hagar wasn’t alone after all. He was there. Right there. Because God cares. He came to
her as “the angel of the Lord,” a mysterious description of Him as He appears suddenly, unexpectedly,
and seemingly out of nowhere from time to time in the Old Testament. God is described as the Angel of
the Lord when He wrestled with Jacob by the Jabbok River, leaving him both blessed and limping.
(Genesis 32:22-32)
He was described in a similar fashion when He confronted Joshua outside of Jericho, told him to take off
his shoes because he was on holy ground, and then told him how to overcome the enemy fortress.
(Joshua 5:13-6:5) He appeared to Gideon in this way, appointing him as the deliverer of His people when
he was hiding from the Midianites in the winepress. (Judges 6:11-12) Again and again this intriguing figure appears throughout the history of Israel. Scholars agree that the Angel of the Lord is a “theophany,”
or an appearance of the pre-incarnate Son of God. Astoundingly, He is Jesus before Bethlehem! Who can
fathom the magnificent grace of God in that the very first time we encounter the visible Son of God is
right here, at the spring beside the road to Shur, revealing Himself…
to a woman not a man;
to a servant, not a warrior;
to an Egyptian, not a descendant of Abraham;
to a sinner, not a saint;
to a slave, not a king;
to an outsider, not an insider.
What an undeserved, compassionate intervention of the Creator in the life of one wounded woman. He
intentionally sought and found her — while she was running!
Why? Why did God go after Hagar? Why didn’t He just let her run away, die in the desert, have a timely
miscarriage, or return to Egypt where she would never have been heard from again? Having Hagar out of
the picture would have solved a lot of problems in Abraham’s household. So why didn’t God simply dismiss her as Abraham had done?
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A Good Read (continued)
The incredibly wonderful, amazing answer is because God loved Hagar! God felt her pain even though it
was provoked by her own arrogance. He cared so much about the wounds inflicted on a pregnant Egyptian servant that He left His throne in heaven and ran after her, pursuing her right into the desert. While
God chose Abraham as the one through whom He would uniquely bless the world, Hagar represented the
world that He wanted to bless.
God loved Hagar as much as He loved Abraham!
This is a truth to wrap your heart and mind around, especially in a world that sometimes thinks God cares
more about…
Jews than Muslims,
whites than blacks,
the churched than the unchurched,
insiders than outsiders,
men than women,
rich people
than poor people,
adults than children,
religious people
than atheists;
that He cares more about us than them.
God cares about each of us and all of us — period! And because He really does love you — He really does
care about you — you and I can run, but we can’t outrun Him.
Wherever you are, whoever you are, David’s God — the God of Hagar — is right there. If you can still the
racing beat of your heart, quiet your frantic thoughts, silence those imaginary conversations, listen carefully with the ears of your spirit, then you will begin to hear His voice. I think I can hear Him now, calling
you by name…
Excerpted with permission from Wounded by God’s People by Anne Graham Lotz, copyright Zondervan.
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Church Outreach Ideas
10 Outreach Ideas for Your Church This Fall
By Jonathan Howe
Outreach events for churches can be predictable in the fall. Your church likely has a back-to-school event for kids, a
fifth quarter for students, and a fall festival for families already on the calendar. It’s just what churches do.
But what if you tried something else—maybe something with an intentional evangelistic focus that your community
might not expect? These ten outreach ideas will allow your church to be noticed in your community and, most importantly, provide your members with several opportunities for gospel conversations.
1. Sponsor a booth at the county/state fair. County fairs are a big deal in our part of Tennessee. And the fair in
my county, Wilson County, is the biggest of deals. Several churches from the area sponsor booths at the fair and
provide free face painting or even henna tattoos as a means for gospel conversations. The key is to be strategic with
your booth and to train your workers in gospel conversations.
2. Wear church t-shirts to a local event. This could be related to the previous item or a few others in this list. Having your church members wear church t-shirts to a specific event—especially one at which your church is serving—
can raise awareness of the church.
3. Host a hunting season event for men. The start of hunting season is a major event for men from all over. Consider hosting a kickoff event for hunting season with a men’s dinner and have the men in your church invite their
friends. You can use this as a catalyst to launching new small groups as well.
4. Honor first responders in a worship service. In the US, September 11 is designated as Patriot Day and many
communities honor first responders. Your church could invite and provide a breakfast for all first responders then
briefly recognize them in the worship service.
5. Sponsor a breakfast for teachers at a local school. School starts in just 11 days here in Tennessee, but other
school systems will be starting up shortly as well. Use the new school year as an opportunity to minister to local
teachers, administrators, aides, bus drivers, and staff.
6. Staff the concession stand at a local park or stadium. Want your church more involved in the community?
Then be where the community is. And in many communities, that’s the local football games on Friday nights. What if
your church staffed the concession stand at the local games? Or maybe you can staff the local kids’ sports stadium
or park. Parents will appreciate the service, and your presence will likely result in gospel conversations and invites to
church worship services.
7. Coordinate a community outreach day through your small groups. Pick a Saturday or Sunday afternoon for
all small groups to participate in a community outreach event. If you provide a list of projects to the groups, they can
choose the project that fits their group the best.
8. Hold a family movie night on the church lawn. Autumn evenings tend to get dark earlier and the weather can
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Church Outreach Ideas (continued)
be quite nice. Consider having a movie night on the church lawn and encourage families to invite their neighbors and
friends. Provide water and popcorn and you’re sure to have a great event that families will enjoy.
9. Host an Invite Your One day. We’ve been blown away by the response we’ve seen from churches who’ve
hosted Invite Your One days. The fall is a great time to host these events, and they can be great catalysts for creating an atmosphere of inviting in your church.
10. Set a gospel conversation goal for your church and provide training. In all of these outreach events, make
evangelism a clear focus for the event. The gospel conversations that can result from these intentional outreach
events can be a major catalyst for growth and revitalization in your church. But this will only happen if your church
members are trained and intentional. So set a goal, train your members, and provide the opportunities for gospel
conversations to happen.

These are just 10 examples. What else would you add to this list? Does your church already do some of
these?
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Preparing For Worship
Preparing For Sunday Worship.
How do you prepare for worship on Sundays?
Like any event or task, proper preparation leads to a good experience. A good cook makes sure that they have all
the necessary ingredients before they begin preparing a meal.
An athlete prepares for an event way before the event takes place so when it is time to compete they are warming
up.
When you head out on vacation, you plan for what you need for that week.
We must also prepare and train for our Sunday worship experience. If we just show up on Sundays and expect to
connect with God, it probably won’t happen. I’m not saying it can’t happen, but the likely hood of this happening is
small. When we do not prepare for worship on Sundays, we set ourselves up for a less than fulfilling time of worship.
And it sets us up to be more critical and in that we become more self-focused and not God focused. And what does
the enemy want us to do? He wants us to think about ourselves our needs and our feelings and not to think about
the greatness of God.
Here are a few things you might find helpful in preparing for Sunday Worship.
Prayer: not just a quick prayer on Sunday morning but prayer throughout the week. Praying for the gathering on
Sunday. Praying for the leadership and those who will have a part during the worship time. Also, those who are serving on Sunday, like the greeters and the people in the nursery. How about the people who will be sitting around you?
Ask God to prepare them too.
Prayer is a time when you can intercede for others with God and a time you can commune with God and talk to him.
Make the most of that time.
Scripture Reading: Just as we use prayer to speak to God; God uses his word to speak to us and to reveal himself to
us. The more we study the scriptures, the more we learn about God and grow in our understanding of who he is.
This growth deepens our relationship with the Lord and stirs up the desire to worship him in a deeper more meaningful way.
Meditation: Taking time to think about God, and his attributes. Reflection on what you have read in the scriptures.
Focusing on God and getting your mind set on him is a tremendous help in preparing for worship, why because we
take the focus off of ourselves and set our affections on the one who is truly worthy of our worship.
I pray these suggestions will be helpful as your prepare for worship this week.
Gary Smith
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Birthdays & Anniversaries!!!!
8/2

Gavin Wright

8/4

Jim & Shirla Croghan

8/2

Jessy Lowe

8/14

Tom & Betty Langrud

8/3

Padyn Borders

8/26

Norland & Dorothy Carr

8/4

Gwen Druery

8/27

Scott & Elizabeth Reynolds

The First Presbyterian
Church

8/4

James Varney

8/28

JR & Kim Coble

8/10

Jan Dobesh

8/30

Tim & Heather Wright

8/10

Lisa Johnson

925 North H Street
Broken Bow, NE 68822

8/13

Cooper White

8/13

Rebeka Anderson

Phone: 308-872-2302
Pastor Gary’s Cell: 620-481-7767
E-mail: office@fpcbb.org

8/15

Jacob Holcomb

8/15

Tyler Varland

8/16

Qwentin Coble

8/17

William Melville

8/18

Ann Holcomb

8/18

Bev Schwisow

8/19

Peggy Hill

8/20

Hunter Smith

8/21

Donalee Lamb

8/21

Heather Wright

8/28

JR Coble

8/29

Peggy McMeen

8/30

Ann Owen

8/30

Jaden Garey

Find Us On Facebook at First
Presbyterian Church of Broken Bow,
Nebraska

Session Members & Deacons
Session Members

Deacons

Class of 2017

Class of 2017

Dan Fisher

Sheryl Beckenhauer

Angie Palmer

Leslea Woodward

Gretchen Gallentine

Donalee Lamb

Class of 2018

Class of 2018

Brad Holcomb

Eric Langrud

Bev Schwisow

Ann Owen

Bill Reichert

Alice Lucas

Class of 2019

Class of 2019

Anita Schmidt

Marcia Simmons

Roger Loehr

Kelcie Westerhold

Paul Loomer

Diane Ellingson

To Make You Smile!!!
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Prayer Request 8/1/2017
Prayer is an act of Substantial Worship

Prayer is an act of Substantial Worship

“Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you...Pray to the
Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper “- Jeremiah 29:7

“Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you...Pray to the
Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper “- Jeremiah 29:7
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