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Here we are: the month of February. The month of presidential birthdays, Valentine’s Day and the ever-so teasing glimpse of Spring. When I think of February, I think of my time in elementary school when we shared valentines with
each other. When I was in the sixth grade, I was a bit enamored with a girl that
sat across the row from me. As the big day came, I wanted to give this girl a
present much like I had watched my dad do for my mom every year since I
could remember on Valentine’s Day. I asked my dad how I went about gifting a
girl something to convey my feelings. I remember his face getting red and him
stammering a bit and told me to go talk to mom, which I did. She was a bit
more help than my dad. She took me shopping and we came home with a medium size candy box shaped like a heart with chocolates inside. Mom helped
me write a note on a card and suggested that I go early before the other students arrived and place it on her desk. In retrospect, I suspect my mom was
trying to save me some ridicule from the other guys and probably a possible
rejection face-to-face from the girl I was gifting.
The other students arrived, there was a sudden conference of all the girls
around the desk where my gift resided. The teacher broke up the conference to
get started with class. The rest of the day my heart was in my throat, but the
person of my intended affection said nothing. When I arrived home, my folks
asked me how things went, and I described the day. My mom told me not to
worry that I was probably the first person to give a gift to a girl in the entire history of that school. Honestly, I didn’t know if that was a good thing or a bad
thing.
The next day we arrived at school. I was out in the hallway putting my coat
away when the girl came up and thanked me for the gift. I think she had solicited some advice from her folks based on our conversation. The “thanks” was
the extent of our interaction. Ironically another girl ln my class was rather smitten by my deeds and worked hard to get my attention. I was invited over to her
home a few times for Sunday dinner and when I was assigned to give a speech
about patriotism, she volunteered to play the background music for me. By the
end of the year, we were fast friends. I suspect that if my family hadn’t moved
that summer, we might have spent a year or so in middle school as good
friends.
It seems sometimes we allow our fear of rejection or fear of ridicule to keep us
from stepping out of our comfort zone. I know this is very true when it comes to
inviting people to church or to a church function. There is always that fear of
rejection or being perceived as “crazy” religious. But you know what? Just like
Jesus taught his disciples to step out and be bold and to speak of God’s love
through words and actions, Jesus speaks to us as well. You never know when
a kind word, a deed or an invitation can change a life. You just never know
where God may lead you.
Blessings
Pastor Gary

What’s Happening In Our Church
2/4/2018

9:00 Sunday School, 10:00 AM Worship Service

2/7/2018

3:30 Quigley’s & J-Squad, 6:30 PTFG

2/11/2018

9:00 Sunday School, 10:00 AM Worship Service, Valentine
Spaghetti & Cake War Fundraiser

2/14/2018

3:30 Quigley’s & J-Squad, Ash Wednesday Service at St. Johns
Episcopal Church at 7:00pm

2/15/2018

Session Meeting at 6:00pm

2/18/2018

9:00 Sunday School, 10:00 AM Worship Service & Coffee Fellowship

2/21/2018

3:30 Quigley’s & J-Squad, 6:30 PTFG, 7:00 Deacon’s Meeting

2/25/2018

9:00 Sunday School, 10:00 AM Worship Service

2/28/2018

3:30 Quigley’s & J-Squad

Local Prayer Request
Riley Druery

John Gilster & Family

Donna Winbolt

Jerry Sloggett

Alle Jilg

Dawn & Andrew Black

Pauline Landreth

Paul Robison

All Law Enforcement

Verneta Connely

Paul Von Logh

Emergency Personnel

Roger Loehr

Darrell White

Fredrick Fiorelli

Financial Report
Thank you all again for your generous contributions!!!! Here is a
summary of stewardship for the month of May. Thank you & God
Bless!!
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Beginning Balance for January 2017:

$15,661.66

YTD Receipts:

$111,885.91

YTD Expenses:

$100,700.49

Ending Balance for December 2017:

$26,847.08
N ewsletter Title

Notes From The Session Meeting
Notes from Session Meeting, January 18th, 2018

Session met on January 18, 2018. The Christmas Eve Candlelight –Communion Service was
well attended with the addition of several chairs to accommodate everyone. Members
have heard from some people who appreciate the Worship Service on the web. Our
church will be providing the lunch for Sermons A’la Carte on February 28 and Pastor Gary
be giving the Message and leading the service at noon at the Methodist Church. A fund
raiser for youth mission trips, A Valentine Banquet and Dessert War (a dessert contest between men and women) is scheduled for Sunday, February 11, and everyone is encouraged to attend. The money raised from the loose coins in the offering in December and
January will be given to the local Food Pantry. Session encourages you to sign up in advance in the notebook provided in the Narthex to serve as ushers, liturgists, or projectionists. Your help would be greatly appreciated and you could sign up to suit your busy schedules. We wish to thank all of you who are leaving a church office or position, for your capable and generous service during your term of office.

How You Can Help Serve
Our Church always needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes, Projectionist, and Liturgist to help
with Sunday Worship. If you would like to help serve, please sign your name on the signup sheet in the Narthex or contact the following worship leader:
February - Bev Schwisow
March - Paul Loomer
April - Roger Loehr
May - Anita Schmidt
If you haven’t ever served before, please consider doing so! This is
a great way to help out and get involved with the church service!
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church
office at 308-872-2302 or Pastor Gary at 620-481-7767. Thank
you!!!
Feb ru ary
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Maundy Thursday Service
Our church will host this year’s community Maundy Thursday church service. Maundy
Thursday is on Thursday, March 29th. We will need volunteers to
help usher, run the audio projector, and to also help with communion. If you would like to help with the service, please contact the church office at 308-872-2302. Thanks everyone!!!

Congratulations Tom & Betty Langrud & Eric Langrud
Congratulations to Tom & Betty Langrud on the birth of their granddaughter, Brynley Eve
Langrud, born December 28th, 2017. Brynley is the daughter of Kurt & Nikki Langrud of
Kearney. Also, congratulations to Eric Langrud who is the proud uncle of baby Brynley!!!

Youth Group Snack Schedule for February
Date:

Quigley’s & J-Squad

PTFG

Wednesday 2/7

Kim Coble

Angie Palmer

Wednesday 2/14

De Loehr

No PTFG tonight

Wednesday 2/21

OPEN

De Loehr

Wednesday 2/28

OPEN

No PTFG tonight

If you would like to help out & bring treats for our youth group kids or provide supper for the
PTFG kids, please sign-up on the “treat chart” located on the elevator door. You can also call
the church office and we can put you down for a date that works for you!!! A huge thank you to
everyone that helps provide treats for our kids each week!!!! You are greatly appreciated!!!!

Feb ru ary
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To Make You Smile

Valentine Spaghetti Supper

Valentine Spaghetti Supper

Please join us on Sunday, February 11th, for our
First Presbyterian Church Valentine Spaghetti Supper!
The menu includes:
Spaghetti and Meatballs
Salad/Garlic Bread
Beverage
Dessert (this will be provided by participants in our 1st annual Dessert Wars, competition
between men/boys and Women/girls of the church).
-The supper is from 5:30-8:30pm at the First Presbyterian Church (925 North H St).
-Cost is $5 per person or $20 per family of 4 or more… reservations by February 7th
please! All proceeds will go towards our Youth Mission Trip!
Please send or give your money to Diane Ellingson, 841 D St, Broken Bow or to First Presbyterian
Church, 925 North H Street, Broken Bow
Questions? Please contact De Loehr at 308-870-6387

February 2018

Birthdays & Anniversaries

First Presbyterian
Church
925 North H Street
Broken Bow, NE 68822

Office Phone: 308-872-2302
Pastor Gary’s Cell:
620-481-7767
Email: bbpcusa@msn.com

2/15

Layna Garey

2/19

Tom Langrud

2/19

Gretchen Gallentine

2/22

Greg Dobesh

2/23

Nate Bell

2/23

Verneta Connely

2/24

Brittany Reynolds

2/25

Angie Jones

2/27

Marcia Simmons

Find Us On Facebook at
FPC of Broken Bow!!!

Session Members & Deacons
Session Members
Class of 2018
Brad Holcomb
Bill Reichert
Bev Schwisow
Class of 2019
Anita Schmidt
Roger Loehr
Paul Loomer
Class of 2020
Dan Fisher
Betty Langrud
Gretchen Gallentine

Deacons
Class of 2018
Eric Langrud
Ann Owen
Alice Lucas
Class of 2019
Marcia Simmons
Kelcie Westerhold
Diane Ellingson
Class of 2020
Leslea Woodward
Sheryl Beckenhauer
Jeanette Birnie

Prayer Request for February
Prayer is an act of substantial worship….

Prayer is an act of substantial worship….
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Prayer is an act of substantial worship….

