
Things Change 

 

For a short time after college, I found myself working for 
General Motors.  Part of my orientation was a sixteen-week 
training program before I was even allowed out of the office 
unsupervised.  Most of the training focused on the ability to 
adapt, be flexible and still maintain a high standard of cus-
tomer service and stay true to the principles and the mission 
of the organization.  As I neared the end of the training as 
did each person before me, I received a letter from the presi-
dent of GM congratulating me on my training completion.  In 
the final statement, the president said that I should always 
remember that change is necessary for survival and unless 
the company adapts and stays competitive it will die.  

 

I fast forward from the 1970s when I received this letter to 
2018 where General Motors failed as did other automakers 
for not keeping current and not being flexible and innovative, 
so they lost their customer base.   The shuttered factories, 
closed dealers and fired and laid off thousands of employ-
ees.  I guess one could make the observation that change 
for the sake of survival came a bit late and resulted in painful 
and hurtful changes in order to satisfy creditors. It required 
an influx of money from the federal government to keep the 
doors open at GM. 

 

I have preached, written and pleaded at times over the past 
twenty years as I worked with churches, the need to look to 
the future and not the past.  There is that very corny saying 
that states that there is a reason a rearview mirror in a car is 
a whole lot smaller than the windshield because it is more 
important to see where you are going rather than where you 
have been.   

 

You are all to be commended in looking to the future.  To 

A Note From Pastor 
Gary 
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January 2018 

Happy New Year!! 



Donna Winbolt  Paul Robison 
Alle Jilg   Pauline Landreth 
Roger Loehr  Jerry Sloggett 
John Gilster & Family Shelly Scott 
Riley Druery  Dawn & Andrew Black 
Ron Woodward 
Darrell White 
Anita Fisher 

Sunday 1/7   9:00am Sunday School, 10:00am Worship Service &  
    Communion 
Wednesday 1/10  3:30 Quigleys & J-Squad, 6:30 PTFG 
Sunday 1/14  9:00am Sunday School, 10:00am Worship Service 
Wednesday 1/17  3:30 Quigleys & PTFG, Deacon’s Meeting at 7:00pm 
Thursday 1/18  Session Meeting at 6:00pm 
Sunday 1/21  9:00am Sunday School, 10:00am Worship Service, Kids of  
    the Kingdom & Psalm Ringers Perform & Annual  
    Congregational Meeting (Potluck to follow  
    after meeting) 
Wednesday 1/24  3:30 Quigleys & J-Squad, 6:30 PTFG 
Sunday 1/28  9:00am Sunday School, 10:00am Worship  
    Service 

Thank you so everyone that donated hats, gloves, socks & mittens for our Sock & Mit-
ten Tree this year.  We had 7 hat & glove sets, 24 pairs of 
gloves, 24 pairs of socks, 4 earmuffs, and 11 hats that were do-
nated!  These items will mean so much to those that will be re-
ceiving them!  Thank you all again for making our Sock & Mit-
ten Tree a  huge success!!!! 
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Broken Bow Prayer Request  

What’s Happening This Month In Our Church 

Sock & Mitten Tree Results 

T HE BR OKE N B OW  S CRI B E   



provide tools to help with worship and to make worshipping at church, meaningful 
and hopefully inspirational.  You have committed to the future in looking at the 
needs of future members and those attending by providing gluten free bread in a 
manner that does not make anyone feel they are singled out.  You have worked to 
incorporate young folks into the service, you have worked to provide other social 
functions, commit to a Christian Education program, and are prepared to staff the 
nursery as needed. 

 

You have announced to the community and beyond that you realize that being a 
church no longer is confined to four walls and a roof.   

You have afforded the opportunity for others to share worship and activities via 
audio and now live broadcasting capabilities.  You understand that worship no 
longer happens in just a sanctuary and the need to be visible on social media and 
through live streaming worship is a much-needed witness to Christ’s ministry.  

 

Our interaction with the other churches in the community is visible through the re-
cent Christmas cantata, vacation Bible school, ministerial association, radio 
broadcasts and articles for the paper as well as visitation and bringing commun-
ion to those unable to attend church regularly. 

 

Your deacons are a dedicated group to take the Biblical charge to witness and 
care for the congregation very serious.  Their care and concern for the members 
and friends of the church is amazing.   

 

As with all churches, challenges for the new year are waiting to be addressed.  
The need to truly be evangelical in our intentions to seek out and help those in 
need.  To actively reach out to others to invite and bring them to church.  To be 
willing to support the ministries of the church through time, talent and treasure.  
You are a warm and inviting congregation and I encourage each of you be gener-
ous in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ by intentionally bringing others to church 
to worship and share in other activities. 

 

Blessings to each of you for the new year! 

Pastor Gary 

A Note From Pastor Gary… continued 



JA NUA RY  2018  

The church has received it’s Notice of Apportionment for the 2018 Year.  We had a re-
ported membership, as of 12/31/2016, of 138 members.  The new Per Capita amount 
per member will now be $32.00.  Here is the breakdown of that amount: 

General Assembly: $7.73 

Synod of Lakes & Prairies: $5.40 

Presbytery of Central Nebraska: $18.87 

So many great things are able to be done in our 
church, community, and the world around us be-
cause of your generous donations.  Below you will 
find a summary of stewardship giving for 2015. 

Balance, January 1st, 2017 $15,661.66 

YTD Receipts $99,284.76 

YTD Expenses $92,304.90 

YTD Balance, November 30th, 2017 $22,641.52 

The church needs Greeters, Ushers, Aco-
lytes, Projectionist, and Liturgists to help 
with Sunday Worship.  If you would like 
to help serve, please contact the following 
worship leaders: 

January– Bill Reichert 

February– Bev Schwisow 

 

There is also a sign up sheet located in the 
Narthex.  We greatly appreciate all of our 
volunteers!!! 
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New Per Capita Amount   

Financial Update 

Results From Soup Supper & Cake Auction 

How You Can Serve 

A huge thank you to everyone that helped out with or attended our annual soup supper & cake auc-
tion this year!  There were so many wonderful people that donated homemade goodies, crafts, that 
helped cook the delicious soups, helped serve, and also helped with setting up and cleaning up af-
terwards.  It was a great success with $1583.00 being raised.  The funds will be split between our 
youth group fund and the church general fund.  Also, another thank you goes out to 
Cory Palmer and his family!  They always take time out of their busy schedule to 
come and be the auctioneer(s) for the evening.  Cory does such a wonderful job and 
we greatly appreciate him for always helping out with this event!!!  Thank you all 
again & have a very Happy New Year!!!!   



December Session Notes: 
Pastor Gary reported that the Christmas Candle Light Communion Service went very well with 50 
extra chairs set up and the church very full!  Hopefully, Time and Talent Sheets and Pledge Sheets 
mailed to the Congregation will have been returned to the church office by the time you read this!  
The Annual Congregational Meeting including the election of church officers is scheduled for Sun-
day, January 21, following the Worship Service.  Following this meeting, you are invited to a pot luck 
dinner hosted by Session.  
 
Bill Reichert was thanked for his wonderful job conducting the Christmas Cantata.  Sixty singers 
from 6 churches participated in the performance presented at the Methodist Church and at the Cath-
olic Church. Thank you to all from the First Presbyterian Church who participated or helped in any 
way.  This was a beautiful and memorable experience for all!     
 
Plans are to have gluten free and regular bread cubes available at the next Lord’s Supper, the first 
Sunday in January.   
 
Almost $50.00 was raised for the Broken Bow Food Pantry using the loose change in Sunday’s offer-
ings.  The Mission Committee requested and received Session approval to use $200.00 from the des-
ignated Mission fund to give $100 each to the local Children’s Christmas Fund and the Santa Cop 
program.   
Session thanks members of the Nominating Committee for all their dedication and hard work.  
 
It  you are responsible for a 2017 year end Annual Report please turn it in as soon as possible so 
that it may be printed in  Annual Report booklet.  Thank you very much!  
 
Thanks to each and every one of you who has helped in any way in furthering the mission and work 
of this church during the past year.  Wishing you all the best as we move forward together into the 
New Year.   
 
Gretchen Gallentine, Clerk 
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Notes From Session 

To Make You Smile! 

T HE BR OKE N B OW  S CRI B E   



 

Our church services are now broadcast live each Sunday and on special occasions. 
Feel free to share the link that will take you to the broadcast site: 

 

https://www.sundaystreams.com/go/FPCBB 

 

We also post links to the broadcasts on our website, fpcbb.org and to Facebook at First 
Presbyterian Church of Broken Bow, Nebraska. Video recordings of the services will 
be available for viewing after the service for at least 90 days.  We encourage you to 
share the link with those who are unable to attend worship or do not have a church to 
attend.   

 

We will also continue to record the audio part of the ser-
vice.  Those links are available generally later on Sunday af-
ternoon or evening of the service.  The links are available 
through our Facebook page and our internet page. 

 

If you have questions or need assistance in accessing the 
sites, please leave an email at the church office at of-
fice@fpcbb.org. 

 

Date:       Quigleys & J-Squad:              PTFG: 

January 10th  Angie Palmer    Heather Wright 

January 17th   Open      No Class Today 

January 24th  De Loehr     Andra & Janice White 

January 31st  Open      No Class Today 

A million thanks to everyone that has provided and continues to provide snacks for our 
youth group kids!!!   
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Live Broadcasting of Church Services 

January Snack Schedule for Quigleys, J-Squad & PTFG 

T HE BR OKE N B OW  S CRI B E   



Birthdays    Anniversaries 

Dave Lamb 1/1   Mike & Sally Bell 1/6 
Ron Kratzer 1/6   Ron & Linda Kratzer 1/8 
Griffin Black 1/7   Ron & Verneta Connely 1/18 
Mike Bell 1/7 
Noah Garey 1/9 
Brynn Custer 1/12 
Molly Custer 1/12 
Harlan Berghorst 1/14 
Terry Beckenhauer 1/15 
Ashley Holcomb 1/27 
Andrew Miller 1/29 
Diane Ellingson 1/29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let me know if I have missed anyone!  Thanks, Jenn 

925 N H St 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN C HURCH 

Session Members                Deacons 

Class of 2018          Class of 2018 

Brad Holcomb         Eric Langrud 

Bill Reichert          Ann Owen 

Bev Schwisow         Alice Lucas 

Class of 2019          Class of 2019 

Anita Schmidt         Marcia Simmons 

Roger Loehr          Kelcie Westerhold 

Paul Loomer          Diane Ellingson 

Class of 2020          Class of 2020 

Dan Fisher          Leslea Woodward 

Betty Langrud         Sheryl Beckenhauer 

Gretchen Gallentine  Class of 2020 will be voted on, these are   Jeanette Birnie 

    the nominations.   

Session Members & Deacons 

Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell: 620-481-7767 

Sunday School  is at 9:00AM 
Worship is Sunday at 10:00 AM 

Youth Group Wednesday ’s 3:30-5:00 
&  6:30PM 

Find Us On Facebook 

At FPC Broken Bow 

~ January 2018~ 



Prayer Request for January 2018 
 

 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship  
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