
I’ve been reading several books and studying about the relationship we 
have with Jesus as members of the Body of Christ through his church.  I 
am reminded that a membership in a church is a call to ministry: a place 
to grow spiritually and to help others find their way to Christ.  It is a busy 
place and a place of growth, spirituality, life and death.  It is a place of 
great joy and often great sorrow.  No matter what point in time in the life 
of a church, it is all about service to God.  Unlike joining a country club 
where membership gives you the opportunity to be served, to sit back 
and let others serve you, the church is just the opposite: membership 
means service to others.  Once when Jesus found his disciples arguing 
about which one of them was the most favored, Jesus told them that in 
order to be first, they must be last (Mark 9:35). 

 

I remember one person who told me one time a few years ago he want-
ed to join the church I was pastoring. When I asked him why, he told me 
that he had just joined the Eagles Club to have a cheap place to have 
his daughter’s wedding reception and he was wanting to join our church 
to save money on the church wedding.  Sadly, many people see mem-
bership in a church as a way to have access to services such as wed-
dings, funerals and facilities rather than providing our time, talent and 
treasure to serve the Kingdom of God.   

 

I’m sure you all have heard that old phrase that when asked to help with 
Sunday School or other church activities, the person will say something 
like “I have done my time and it’s about time someone else steps up to 
do some things for a change.” How sad. 

 

God doesn’t tell us “Sorry but I’ve spent too much time on you already, 
so you will just have to fend for yourself.” God is always with us. The joy 
of being a church member: a body of believers joined with Jesus, is 
working together to further the Kingdom of God.  Just like Jesus told his 
disciples about the last being first, we are to always be working toward 
sharing the good news of the gospel with others, supporting and helping 
one another and giving of our time to worship, pray and help others in 
Jesus’ name. 

 

For the month of June, my messages will be a series I developed to bet-
ter explore the biblical aspects of church membership and what it really 
means to be a Bible believing church.  I think you may be surprised.  

 

Blessing to you all,  

Pastor Gary 

A Note From Pastor Gary 
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Shirley McGinn  Pauline Landreth  Paul Robison 

June Tolen   Verneta Connely  Darrell White 

Robert Johnson  Alle Jilg   Frederick Fiorelli 

Brooke Morris   Winbolt Family   Dar Kaelin 

Connor Peterson  Our Pastor Nominating Committee 

Friday 6/1   Vacation Bible School 9-12pm at Methodist Church 
Sunday, 6/3  10:00am Worship Service 
Sunday 6/10  10:00am Worship Service 
Sunday 6/17  10:00am Worship Service, Coffee Fellowship,  
    Happy Father’s Day 
Wednesday 6/20  7:00pm Deacons Meeting 
Thursday 6/21  6:00pm Session Meeting 
Sunday 6/24  10:00am Worship Service 
 
 

 Thank you all again for your generous contributions!!!!  Here is a summary of stewardship for the 

month of February.  Thank you & God Bless!! 

Beginning Balance for January 2018:  $26,847.08 

YTD Receipts:     $37,769.46 

YTD Expenses:     $38,665.86 

Ending Balance for April 2018:   $25,950.68 
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Local Prayer Request 

What’s Happening In Our Church 

Financial Report 

N ew s l e t te r  T i t l e  



J u n e  

Our Church always needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes, Projectionist, and Liturgist to help 

with Sunday Worship.  If you would like to help serve, please sign your name on the sign-

up sheet in the Narthex or contact the following worship leader: 

June - Gretchen Gallentine 

July - Betty Langrud 

August - Dan Fisher 

If you haven’t ever served before, please consider doing so!  This is a 

great way to help out and get involved with the church service!  If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office at 308-872-2302 or Pas-

tor Gary at 620-481-7767.  Thank you!!! 
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Standing Together 

How You Can Help Serve 

If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  Mark 3:24 

My calling at this stage of life is to assist with the development of a new worshiping community.  

When we began to dream of a new church in our area, we discovered that leaders of another 

like-minded denomination were also considering a new development there.  Instead of compet-

ing with one another we sensed the Spirit urging us to work together in God’s mission in this 

place. 

When Jesus spoke of how a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand, he was responding to 

accusations that he was casting out demons by the power of darkness.  But the truth he speaks 

has far greater application.  How often has the church undermined its witness in the world be-

cause of internal disputes and divisions?  Jesus’ wisdom here challenges us to ask which king-

dom we serve and what it means to stand together with others who claim allegiance to God’s 

kingdom. 

 

Lord, give us opportunities to stand together with believers from 

different traditions in service to your one eternal kingdom.  

Amen. 

Kristie Berglund, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

These Days- Learning to Trust in the Lord, Friday June 8th, 2018 



I Am A Church Member 

 
author unknown Included in the book I am a church member – by Thom Rainer 

 

I am a church member.  I like the metaphor of membership.  It’s not membership as in a civic organization 
or a country club. It’s the kind of membership given to us in  

1 Corinthians 12: “Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it” (1Cor. 12:27). Because I 
am a member of the body of Christ, I must be a functioning member, whether I am an “eye,” or an “ear” or 
a “hand.” As a functioning member, I will give.  I will serve. I will minister. I will evangelize. I will study. I will 
seek to be a blessing to others. I will remember that “if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it: 
if one member is honored, all members rejoice in it” (1 Cor. 12:26). 

 

I am a church member. I will seek to be a source of unity in the church. I know there are no perfect pas-
tors, staff, or other church members.  But neither am I. I will not be a source of gossip or dissension. One 
of the greatest contributions I can make is to do all I can in God’s power to help keep the church in unity 
for the sake of the gospel. 

 

I am a church member. I will not let my church be about my preferences and desires.  That is self-serving. 
I am in this church to serve others and to serve Christ. My Savior went to a cross for me. I can deal with 
any inconveniences and matters that are just not my preference or style. 

 

I am a church member.  I will pray for my pastor every day.  His/Her work is never-ending.  Her/His days 
are filled with constant demands for her/his time --- with the need to prepare sermons, with those who are 
rejoicing in births, with those who are traveling through the valley of the shadow of death, with critics, with 
the hurts and hopes of others, and with the need to be a spouse and a parent.  My pastor cannot serve 
our church in her/his own power.  I will pray for God’s strength for him/her and their family every day. 

 

I am a church member.  I will lead my family to be good members of this church as well.  We will pray to-
gether for our church.  We will worship together in our church.  We will serve together in our church.  And 
we will ask Christ to help us fall deeper in love with this church, because He gave His life for the church. 

 

I am a church member.  This membership is a gift.  When I received the free gift of salvation through Je-
sus Christ, I became a part of the body of Christ.  I soon thereafter identified with a local body and through 
my baptism and confirmation I am humbled and honored to serve and to love others in our church.  I pray 
that I will never take my membership for granted 
but see it as a gift and an opportunity to serve 
others and to be a part of something so much 
greater than nay one person or member. 

 

I am a church member. 

And I thank God that I am. 

 
 



To Make You Smile 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



J u n e  Page 6 

Happy Father’s Day! 

 



Birthdays & Anniversaries 

6/4 Cory Palmer  6/18 Mike & Becky Holcomb 

6/6 Jessie Holcomb 6/20 Anita Fisher 

6/7 Nate & Lisa Bell 6/21 Bob Anderson 

6/9 Becky Holcomb 6/21 Deanna Zachary 

6/9 Emily Jones  6/21 Harlan & Phyllis Berghorst 

6/9 Phyllis Berghorst 6/21 Jeff Pflaster 

6/10 John Ellingson  6/22 Rowdy Leslea Woodward 

6/10 Laurie Teahon  6/26 Andrew Black 

6/11 Dawn Black  6/27 Brad & Steph Holcomb 

6/11 Logan Bell  6/27 Cory & Angie Palmer 

6/11 Mac & Peggy McMeen 6/28 Sheryl Beckenhauer 

6/13 Janice & Rolland White 6/29 Butch & Taresa Brunken 

6/15 Ron & Molly Woodward 6/30 John & Diane Ellingson 

6/16 June Tolen 

6/17 Jeff & Danyelle Pflaster 

6/17 Russ & Paula Smith 

6/17 De & Roger Loehr 

925 North H Street 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h  

             Session Members      Deacons 

 Class of 2018   Class of 2018 

 Brad Holcomb   Eric Langrud 
 Bill Reichert   Ann Owen 
 Bev Schwisow   Alice Lucas 
 Class of 2019   Class of 2019 
 Anita Schmidt   Marcia Simmons 
 Roger Loehr          Kelcie Westerhold 
 Paul Loomer          Diane Ellingson 
 Class of 2020          Class of 2020 
 Dan Fisher           Leslea Woodward 
 Betty Langrud          Sheryl Beckenhauer 
 Gretchen Gallentine         Jeanette Birnie 

Session Members & Deacons 

 

Office Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Gary’s Cell:  

620-481-7767 

Email: bbpcusa@msn.com 

Find Us On Facebook at 

FPC of Broken Bow!!! 

June 2018 



 Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer Request for June 


