
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  ~ Genesis 3:19 

“But now thus says the Lord, 

   he who created you, O Jacob, 

   he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

   I have called you by name, you are mine.”  ~ Isaiah 43:1 

As we begin the cold month of March, the church also begins a new sea-

son, the season of Lent.  Lent is the forty days before Easter and begins 

on Ash Wednesday.  During the Ash Wednesday service, we remember 

our human frailty and that we are mere dust.  When you stop there, it 

seems to be a depressing outlook on ourselves and our lives.  Yet, since 

we know the end of the story, we see the amazing love that God has for 

us, these creatures made from the dust of the earth.  It is because of Je-

sus’ death and resurrection, that we have hope and meaning.  

Lent is a season of penitence, reflection and re-centering.  We 

acknowledge that we are sinful and need God’s love and grace.  We re-

flect on all that God has done for us.  God calls us to return to following 

God more closely.  Lent is a wonderful time to examine our lives and re-

structure it to honor God.  We might work to cleanse our lives of un-

healthy things that take time away from God.  We might commit to read-

ing scripture, doing acts of charity, or spending more time in prayer. 

We do not “give up” something during Lent to deprive ourselves.  We do 

not “take on” something just to make ourselves feel good.  These Lenten 

disciples (fasting, scripture reading, prayer, acts of charity, etc.) are in 

response to what God has done for us and our efforts to commit and 

draw even closer to God.  I challenge you, as well as myself, to try some-

thing for these forty days that will bring you closer to the Lord who loves 

you all the way to the cross. 

May God surround you in a special way this Lent. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Becky Dobitsch 

A Note From Pastor Becky 

T
h

e
 B

ro
k

e
n

 B
o

w
 S

cr
ib

e
 

F
i

r
s

t
 

P
r

e
s

b
y

t
e

r
i

a
n

 
C

h
u

r
c

h
 

March 
2019 



EJ Dean Diane Ellingson Curtis Jones    Pauline Landreth          Paul Robison 

Delmira Oatman Barb Graham    Verneta Connely June Tolen   Kennedy 

Robert Johnson Alle Jilg Frederick Fiorelli Jody Hamilton 

 Paul Von Loh 

Pat Taylor  All Law Enforcement & Emergency Personnel 

 

Sunday 3/3   9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 
Monday 3/4   2:00pm Craft Group 
Wednesday 3/6   No Youth Groups, Ash Wednesday Service 7:00pm 
Sunday 3/10   9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 
Wednesday 3/13  3:30 pm Quigleys, 6:30 PTFG 
Sunday 3/17   9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service,    
    Psalm Ringers & Kids of the Kingdom play,  
    Coffee Fellowship 
Monday 3/18   2:00 pm Craft Group 
Wednesday 3/20  3:30 pm Quigleys, Deacons Meeting 8:00pm 
Thursday 3/21  6:00pm Session Meeting 
Sunday 3/24   9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service,  
    Post Sleep Study Project after church service 
Wednesday 3/27  3:30 pm Quigleys, 6:30 PTFG 
Sunday 3/31   9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 
 
 

 Thank you all again for your generous contributions!!!!  Here is a summary of stewardship for the 

month of February.  Thank you & God Bless!! 

Beginning Balance for January 2019:  $11,980.05 

YTD Receipts:     $5,945.15   

YTD Expenses:     $11,693.97  

Ending Balance for January :   $6,231.23 
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Local Prayer Request 

What’s Happening In Our Church 

Financial Report 

N ew s l e t te r  T i t l e  



M ar c h  

Our Church always needs Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes, Projectionist, and Liturgist to help with Sunday 

Worship.  If you would like to help serve, please sign your name on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  If 

you haven’t ever served before, please consider doing so!  This is a great way to help out and get in-

volved with the church service!  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office 

at 308-872-2302, Pastor Becky at 610-462-9368, or this month’s worship leader.  Thank you!!! 

March’s Worship Leader—Betty Langrud 

April— Dan Fisher 
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Best Choice Labels  

How You Can Help Serve 

Recently we discovered that our local grocery store offers a program with their Best Choice 
product labels.  Schools and other non-profit organizations (like churches) can save the la-
bels from Best Choice products and turn them into cash.  We can 
earn $.03 for every label!  

This is a very simple way for the church to earn extra funds that can 
be used for future projects.   

We will have a purple container in the entry way out front and any-
one that would like to donate labels is welcome to!! 

Ash Wednesday  

Our church will be hosting the Community Ash Wednesday Service.  The Ash Wednesday 

Service will be here at 7:00pm on Wednesday, March 6th! 

  With the beginning of Lent also brings the first Wednesday of Sermons’ a la Carte.  The 

Methodist Church will host the Sermons’ a la Carte every Wednes-

day at 12:00pm.  Our church will provide the lunch on Wednesday, 

April 3rd.   

 



The Noisy Coin Offering for the month of March will be donated to the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance program.  They help support relief ef-
forts all over the world.  They help areas affected by torna-
does, floods, drought, hurricanes & fires.   
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Noisy Coin Offering For March 

N ew s l e t te r  T i t l e  

Results From the  Have a Heart Challenge 

A huge thank you to everyone that contributed to the Have A Heart Foodbank Chal-
lenge that our church took part in again this year.  This year, our 
church turned in 32 canned food items, 16 miscellaneous food 
items, and 7 cleaning supply items for a total of 55 items.  This 
event really helps restock our food pantry so thank you all again!  

Here’s My Heart - Presbyterian Youth Triennium 

It is time once again to be thinking about The Presbyterian Youth Triennium!  This 
years Triennium will be held at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana.  It will 
begin on Tuesday, July 16th and run through Saturday, July 20th.  This year’s 
theme is “Here’s My Heart”!  All youth participants must be entering high school or 
just graduated.  If you have a student that is interested or if you have more ques-

tions, please contact the church office at 308-872-2302 
and we can provide you with all the information material.  
This sounds like a wonderful opportunity for our youth, so 
please call if your student might be interested! 
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These Days -  Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday: March 6th, 2019 
 

HUNGRY FOR CHANGE 
Scripture: Joel 2:12-17 

 
Ash Wednesday 

….return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourn-
ing; Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful. 

 
 

Joel 2:12-13 
 

Today Lent begins, the season of preparation that leads up to Easter Sunday.  
Fasting is part of this preparation for many Christians.  Put simply, fasting is vol-
untarily doing without something in order to better understand the suffering  
Jesus voluntarily undertook for our sake.  You can fast from a particular food or 
activity (such as chocolate or watching TV). 
 Through the prophet Joel, God told the Judeans that They had become dis-
tracted from their relationship with God, so a change was needed.  All sorts of 
things can distract us from God, often without our even realizing it.  Fasting can 
change that.  The attention needed to go without something can even reveal 
things you don’t realize are distracting you from God.  Fasting may feel weird—
most changes do– but that discomfort is part of its effectiveness. 
 

God, if you are calling me to fast from something during Lent, make it clear to 
me today.  Amen. 

 
Andy McClung, Memphis, Tennessee 



The official definition: “Per capita is an opportunity for all communicant members of the Presby-
terian church through the governing bodies [mid councils] to participate equally, responsibly, and 
interdependently by sharing the cost of coordination and evaluation of mission; and of perform-
ing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that identify a Reformed Church, while at the 
same time strengthening the sense of community among all Presbyterians” (GA Minutes, Part I, 
1995). 

In essence: Per capita is a set amount of money (apportionment) per member that congrega-
tions pay to the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Said another way, it is a Presbyterian Cov-
enant Community Fund — part of the glue that holds Presbyterians together. Because every 
Presbyterian shares in the benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of government, the expenses asso-
ciated with coordinating and performing the functions of that system should be shared by every-
one as well. 

          Take from the Presbyterian 
Office of General Assembly Webpage 

The per capita for 2019 is $33.50 per member. 
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Per Capita for 2019 

N ew s l e t te r  T i t l e  

Quotes To Ponder Over 

 "As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus' thirst...'Repent and believe' Jesus tells us. 
What are we to repent? Our indifference, our hardness of heart. What are we to believe? Jesus 
thirsts even now, in your heart and in the poor -- He knows your weakness. He wants only your 
love, wants only the chance to love you." -- Blessed Teresa of Calcutta  
 
"Lent stimulates us to let the Word of God penetrate our life and in this way to know the funda-
mental truth: who we are, where we come from, where we must go, what path we must take in 
life..." -- Pope Benedict XVI  

 
 "Lent is like a long 'retreat' during which we can turn back into ourselves and listen to the voice 
of God, in order to defeat the temptations of the Evil One. It is a period of spiritual 'combat' which 
we must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but using the arms of faith: 
prayer, listening to the word of God and penance. In this way we will be able to celebrate Easter 
in truth, ready to renew the promises of our Baptism." -- Pope Benedict XVI  



Birthdays & Anniversaries 

3/1 Mike Holcomb 

3/4 Paul Loomer 

3/5 Kelcie Westerhold 

3/8 Alexis Pflaster 

3/11 Griffin Wright 

3/12 Russ Smith 

3/15 Danyelle Pflaster 

3/17 Wanda Eberle 

3/19 Allie Borders 

3/24 Elizabeth Reynolds 

3/24 Jeff Rogers 

3/25 Katie Jones 

3/26 Stacie McMeen 

 

 

925 North H Street 

Broken Bow, NE 68822 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h  

             Session Members      Deacons 

 Class of 2019          Class of 2019 
 Anita Schmidt          Marcia Simmons 
 Roger Loehr          Kelcie Westerhold 
 Paul Loomer          Diane Ellingson 
 Class of 2020          Class of 2020 
 Dan Fisher           Leslea Woodward 
 Betty Langrud          Sheryl Beckenhauer 
 Eric Westerhold          Jeanette Birnie 
 Class of 2021         Class of 2021 
 Bill Reichert           Ann Holcomb 
 Jan Dobesh          Linda Kratzer 
 Terry Beckenhauer         Elizabeth Reynolds 

Session Members & Deacons 

 

Office Phone: 308-872-2302 

Pastor Becky’s Cell:  

610-462-9368 

Email: pastorbecky@fpcbb.org 

Find Us On Facebook at 

FPC of Broken Bow!!! 

March 2019 



 Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer is an act of substantial worship…. 

Prayer Request for March 


